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Ill r, 1 hauc often wiſhed,that [ome oppor- 
EX tunitie might be offered Vniome,to teſti- 
IJ 28 /ic that lowing and honorable reſpett 
& which 1 hauc euer born vnto you. Find- 
ing no other, I gladly embraced this pre- 
« ſent occaſion of publiſhing this Sermon,concerning Pre- 
* deitination,which I long fince preached, and of late re- 
wewed. For ſeeing diuers conferences which I had at 
your houſe, concerning this, and ſome other like argu- 
ments, firſt of all occafioned me to think of the reuiewing, 

and then of publiſhing thereof: I was defirous to offer 


the fruits of that labour, as a teſtimonie of my louing af- | 


feftion onto you. And your onfained loue to Gods 
truth,and that religious affeftion , which from your ho- 
norable Progenitors, as an hereditarie bleſsing, 1s deſ- 
c£cnded unto you,doe perſwade, yea,cuen aſſure me,that 

Az Tout 
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you will accept this not ſo much as apledge of mine , as 
of the loue of God onto you. For that right and intereſt 
- which your {elfe,and cucry one of Gods children haue in 
Gods Eleftion, makes delightful, yea , ſweetneth onto 
them ; as eucry dofrine of Gods Word, [0 thus eſpecial- 
ly, wherein «© contained the chiefeſt treaſures of their 
ſpiritual comfort. In the handling whereof, I haue en- 
d:uoured, according to that meaſure of knowledge 
which God hath -vouch[afed unto mee , to ſatisfie the 
mindes of the godly,and cleerely remouc thoſe principall 
doubts,and cavils, which occafion ſome maliciouſly to 
carpe ; others,in the weakeneſſe oftheir onderſlanding, 
to ſtumble and take offence at thu holy doftrine.What I 
haue performed in thi ſo weighty and obſcure an argu- 
ment, I willingly ſubmit to the indgement of Gods 
Chureh and children, not doubting but the ſame God, 
who put theſe meditations intomy heart, will accompa- 
mie the ſame with his owne ble(sing -onto the hearts of 
many of: his children , and ſeruants. In which confi- 
dence,together with my hearty defire to God, that hze 
will continue and multiply his bleſsings vpon you, 
Tremaine 


Your Worſhips in all duty, 


Richard Crakamborpe, 
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2.PET.1. 10. 
wherefore, Brethren , giue rather all diligence to make 


your Calling and Eledion ſure : for if yee doe theſe 
things,ye [bal neaer fall, 


LESTER HE bleiſcd A poſtle,in theſe words,Right , De bis tater 
Td J} WL and beloucdin the Lygrd, cleercly exigunt, quorum 
KN] ſers downe,as you ſee,that holy doctrine altundinem nu 


Fre of Gods Predeſtination,and Election of {us attigerit : & 
$BY=Y his children vnto eternall life ; of which, Po#124m bane, 


FR F 1 nod ctiamſi vera ſit 
kW by Gods alliſtance, I intend at this time Wrme/hy 


: : non promendan 
co entreat. I amnot ignorant, that ſome 4; uxt. Prop. 


of later times, following the old CH1aſſilrans, * not onely Epiſt ad Aug. 
chemſclues auoid and ſhunnethis do&trine as a Rocke = but Lwdem queſt 
by reaſon of thegreat and manifold difficulties which they {7 _ va 
finde herein, iudge ic awery perilous and dangerons dotrine ta 111uc Ft pi ad 
be tanght : not fit to be pk and preached in the ( ongrega- Auguſt. Ou 

. damqueftionen 
eſe inexplicabilem dicunt,c> perpetuoſepilicndam ſilentio, ait Amb. Cathar, in Sumcar opi- 
monum dc ! rxdeſt. Ex /-oc numero fuit Exalmus, ewitnr beg verba , Quid enuwiens quam hes 
evulgar!? lib, contra Luthgr, 
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tions of Gods people ; whoſe ouer-fearfull modeſty, to fay the 
| belt otthem,ought chiefely ro bridle the raſh curioliric of all, 
ſuch,as not contenting themſelues with thoſe bounds which 
the facred Scriptures ſer downe, dare pry intothe ſecret and 
molt hidden Counſels of the Lord, Let ſuch men remem- 
» Deut. 29.29, ber what Moſes Þ reacheth, The ſecret things belong unto the 
© Rom-12.3- Lordowr God: and letthemlecarne of Saint Paul, © not to pre- 
ſume to vnderſtand,abone that which is mecte tovnderſtand : but 

that they vuder ſtand. according to ſobrietie, 

Furcheralſo , cheir timorovinellc in this point , ſhould 
warne vs all to be very circumſpett, and wary, vnto which 
of Gods Children we deliuer and divide this portion of the 
food of life : for the Word of God,as it containeth milke 

4 Heb.g.12,13 4 and meats of caliedigel(tionfor Infants,and the weaker ſorr 
of Gods houſhold; ſo tor them chat be (tronger in faith, and 
© Scripſut contra of rjper judgement and knowledge, it hath (tore and plenty 
mags —j of (tronger meates. And though cuery part of this ſpiricuall 
auidamioh, food be molt wholeſome for Gods Children, yet this doce 
Scotus circa an- trine of Gods Predeſtination, and Election, which is molt 
mwa 850.9uem ſtrong, but molt wholſome meat,is much more hit for this 
docto &-pio Ubr9 1nd ſuchlike;moſt iudicious and learned Auditorics,then for: 
ar =onhy ok thoſe who are but children in vnder{tanding, and nouices in 
gdunen- : 
is. Ante bene, the ſchoole of Chrilt, 
circa end 490. Bur wholly as they teach, to debarre the Church & people 
Epiſ.pu'9udan of God,from hearing this molt comfortable doftrine, what 


Fauſtus Rhe- |. {- elſe, but to conceale and fu ppretTe che molt gracious mer- 
gicnſis, Pelagia- .. ag 
Miſmumceculte ics of God, and depriue his people of he chiefeſt comfort 


defendens, libris Which can enter into the heart of a mortall man ? Nay, what | | 
duobus del1- elſe is this, bur even to betray the truth of God, and to harten - 

ber, Arbit.P1&- and incourage moſt wicked men , who in the inſolency of 
— prophane hearts, ceaſe not to oppngre © this dottrine, 


_ andin moſt reuiling manner to blaipheme this holy eruth , 


Hereticos vocat. Et Lucidus in Epiftola Fauſti libro pea fixa ita !nguit, Daymo qt dicit alhos 
deputatos ad mortem alios ad vitam, © uam 1.ucids Epiſtultpro Catholca commend at Bar, av. 
490. Nu. 29. & 30. clarius Annorar, prefix. lib. Fauſti in BB.s. patr, tom, 4. pa. 795. 
I2 euertenda Predeſtinatione conſenriunt Alb, Pighius & Georg, Siculus., Calu, 1. de erern. 
Frzdeft.inter cius Opuſc.pa.g5o. 
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accounting and calling ic (which withoue horror T can not 
viter , ) not onely an humane denice * aud figment , but even a 
deteflable and dtabolicall doftrine , ſuch as hath no ground 8 nor 
warrant out of the ord of God. Shall they with tuch inſolen- 
cic,and impiety, blaſpheme thetruth of God ? and ſhall the 
Watchmen of 1ſrael be (ilent at che hearing of theſe Rabſpe- 
haes, thus to reuilethe Lord of Hoalts ? Doubtletleif we be 
ſilent,and hold our peace hereat, nor onely che mouthes of 
| Babes and Children ſhall bee opened; bur as our Sauiour 
faith, the very (tones ſhall defend the truth,and ling Hoſan- 
4 vnco our God, | 
Againe,the Word of God, as itismoſt perfect and ſuffi- 

cient, nor wanting any one point at all, whichis needfull for 
our in(trution,and knowledge ; ſo may we not oncethink, 
without great diſhonour ynto God, that any one jor or tit- 
ele, much letle any maine poinc of doftrinedeliuered there- 
in, is ſuperfluous for the Church of God : ſpecially ſeeing 
God himſfclfe hath cold vs, that the things rewealed belong to 
v1, ard to our children for ever : And againe, that whatſcener 
things are written, are written for our learning. Sceing then this 
doctrine of Predcltination and Eletion, is nor onely layd 
downe, but often repeated and inculcated in the Word of 
God: Why ſhould wee be wiſer then God, | toconceale that 
from Gods people, which God will hauc both vs to teach, 
and them in due timeand ſeaſon to learne, and belecue ? 

Now for the difficulties which in this caſe they pretend, I 
cannot intruth deny ; but that as cuery Article of our faith, 
ſo ſpecially chis,may iultly ſeeme hard and obſcure ynto vs, 
whoſe knowledge is darkned with infinit miſts both of onr 
naturall,andof that habituall ignorance which wee haue ad- 
ded ynto ic. But we areall to bee ſo farre from being diſmaid 
herewith, chat this ſhould rather be a fpurre vnto vs to [lirre 
. Vs vp cuery day togrowe andincreaſc in the knowledge of 
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 andſeencherein, Letnot vs, withthoſe cuill Spyes, prouoke 
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God,and of his Word, that ſo we might more plainely beth 
diſcern our ſelues, and beable roinſkw&t others in that truth, 
and point out vnto themeuery part of that path which lea. 
deth vnto euerlaſting life, Yer let vs euen hercin alfo behold 
and admire the wiſedome and the mercies of our moſt gra- 
cious God, that howſocuer thoſe things, for the continuall 
exerciſc of Gods children,are wrapped vp m ſundry diftcul- 
ties,ſo that an Elephant may ſwimmerherein ; yet, withall, 
they are ſo tempered by Gods Spirit, and fired for our ca« 
pacities, that neither this,nor any one point of all our faith js 


wichour ſuch cuident & cleere proofes in the Word of God, 


as that for the moſt a Lambe may wade in them, and for 
themall, ſuch as deſt ſerue for the inſtruQing of Gods peo 
ple, and thefull fatisfying of any Chriſtian and belecuing 
ſoule. For thy word * is a light »nto onr feet, and a Lanthorne 
vnto our fteppes,it giueth wiſedome and vnderſtandrr g, enen 
vnto the (imple. And it is truely ſaid by Saint eAuften, n thar 
whatſoener belongs either to onr Faith,or good life, that is plaine- 
ly ſet downe in the Scriptures of God. Wherefore they which 
attray the people of God with theſe difficulties, do no other- 
wiſe then thoſe Meilengers, and Spycs, which Aofes ſenc 
to ſee the Land of Canaan. Surely, faid ® they,the Lard flow- 
eth with Milke and Honey, but the people ave flroag that dw-!! 
in the Land, they be Gyants, and the ſonnes of Anak, and the 
Ctties are walled, and exceeding great ,we be not able to goe wp a- 
gainſt them, for they are ſtronger then we. So they brought an 
cuill report of the Land, cauling the peopleto be faint-kear- 
ted, and murmureagain(t the Lord; So theſe men, hauing 
like diligent Spyes,conlidered and viewed euery part of this 
doftrine, know right well,thatitis a dotrine of excredir, 

comfort, and that it loweth with Milke and Hony ; buc 
they bring an cuill report ypon it, and vpon the Word of + 
God, when they atfray Gods people fromentring herennto, 
wich the greatnelle of choſe difficulties, as it were wich fo 
many Gyants and ſonnes of Arak, which they have fpyed 


the 
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the wrath of God by our diſtruſt & diftidence; but with Ca- 
leb & loſhna, menin thisaQion, highly renowned of God 
himſclfe, ler vs harten and _—_ the people, and in con+ 
fidenceand atlurance of the aideof our Gog,lfay vnto them, 
Ler vs goe vp at once,and polletle the Land, for yndoubted- 
ly we [hall ouercomeir, Let vs then inthename and feare of 
Godenter into this doftrine, beeing guided though not 
with Caleb and loſhna, yet with the Prophets and Apollles, 
and cuen led by the hand of our Sauiour Chriſt : who all by 
their ceaching and preaching of this dofrine, haue chalked 
out the way vnto vs, how we may enter intoit, and take full 
pollc(ſion of thoſe ioyes,and comforts, whichare contained 
in the knowledge and meditation thereof. 

In handling chis doctrincof Eleion, Icommend toyour 
godly conlideration chefe three points,out oftheſe words of 
the Apoltle. The firlt, our E!etion it ſelfe. The ſecond, the 
certainty and aſſurance of our Eleftion; both of them ſet down 
in cheſe words, Ge all diligence to make your Eleftion ſure. 
The third,the e.axes of this @[urance , one of which becin 
fanQitie,and holinetfe of life, the Apoltle expretlerthia chef: 
words: For if yee doe theſe things,ye ſhall neuer fall, Concer- 
ning Election it ſelfe,two things are to be obſcrued. Firlt,the 
parties who ave Eleited : Secondly ,the cauſe of their Elettion, 

Toucliing the parties elected, I (hall not need to (lay long 
in refuting thatno letJe impious, then ſcnſclefle opinion of 
fome who teach , ® that Gods election before the world ts gene» 
rall toall mc:;lothateucry one 1s alike choſen by him vnto 
cternall life : which conceit of theirs, as ic is directly con- 
crouled by the expretle words of che Scripture, wherein is 
mention of {ome,whoare weſſels ? of wrath prepared to deftruc- 
tion; and as Saint Iwde4 ſaith,ordained to condemnation: lo is it 
repugnant euen to common {ence,and reaſon, For who doth 
not know,chattoclect, or chuſe, implyerh a reieRing and 
refuling of ſome others? This very word of Ele&tion ligni- 
fvingnothingelle, buta ſeparating and culling our of ſome 
from the re(t,as our Saviour faich * of his Diſciples, chathee 
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» choſethemout ofthe world. Seeing then ic is moſt cleere, 
iC roheſcr.g. Chatſomre are choſen © and elefted by God ume ſaluation : certain 


_| 2.Theſ.2.13, 


[t Confur.of 
che carclefle. 


ScQ.15. 


« Eft in Deods- 
ti0:S6- 


plex c 
entia ſumplicis 
wotitie que eft 
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epprobationis, 


He eſt bonorum 
tantim. Aquin, 
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de libro yitz. 


art. $, 


itis,that God {cpated them for a peculiar people vnto him- 
ſclfe, and picke themout fromthe reſt, which hercfu ſed,and 
left in cheir (ine, to be led by their owne lults into char de- 
ſtrution,which is ordained forthem, 

Now asetrour neuer wanteth ſome colour and ſhew of 
truth z ſo cheſe men, to maintainethis fancy , alledge * the 
words of Saint Paxl, Rom.$.2 9. whecrc hee ſaith, 1hart whons 
God hnew before,them alſo be did predeſtinate to be made like to 
bi Sonne. Secing then, fay they, God knew all men wichour 
exception,before the beginning of the world, it muſt needs 
Follow, that he did alſo predeſtinate, and cl=&t there all ynto 
eternall life, In whichrcaſfon , as if ic wereinſoluble, th 
boaſtand triumph : bur without allcruch and ſubſtance of 
reaſon, For they might ealily haue obſerued a double 
" knowledge of God mentioned in the holy Scripture. The 
one,of beholding and ſeeing Ro is a hnowledge of appre- 
henſion; of which the Apoſtle faich, Heb.4q. 1 3.that every crea- 
ture is manifeſt in bis fight, and all things are naked and open to 
bu eyes : the other is a knowledge of lowing and king, which 
the Schoolemen rightly tearme a kncwleadge of approbation ; of 
which icis faid, Pſal.1. 6. The Lord knowetb the wayes of the 
righteor : not onely the {ceing and beholding them, tor fo 
he doth know the wayes of the wickedalſo: bur he knoweth 


the wayes of the righteous,by louing,allowing,and appro- 


uing their wayes, 1n which fort hee neuer knoweth the way 
of any wicked man, ſecing both himſclfe,and his waycs, are 
an abomination vnto God. Now it is molt cerrain chat a 
men,cuen the Reprobate,are foreknown of God, by hisfor- 
mer kinde of knowledpe; for all things are manifeſt andnaked 
before his eyes. But this knowledge of apprehenlion can not 
pollibly be ment by the Apoſtle in the $. ro the Romans. For 
whom God knoweth in thac place, them he both iuſtifyeth in 
chis,and glorificch in the life ro come, as the Apollle cx- 


prellely witnetleth inthe ſame place. Now fgcing hee doth 
not 
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not iuſtifie and glorifie all, but will ay to ſome, Goc into 
eucrlaſting fire , who ſhall haue their portion in that Lake 
which burneth with fire and brimſtone ; it remaineth evi- 
dent, that the Apoltle ſpeaketh not of that former know- 
ledge of apprehenſion, but of the later of approbation,by which 
I may truely fay vnro youzthat God neuer knew any Repro- 
bate, or yngodly perſon ;. our Sauiour teaching in plaine 
tearmes the ſame, Mat.7.2 3+ Then will Iprofeſſs tothems, 1 0+ 
wer knew you, Depart from me, ye workers fan. Where- 
fore to returne their own reaſon againſt themiclues ; Seein 
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Ged knoweth(that i5,/owerh and approweth)all thoſe whomhe © 


eleerh,as S* Par teachcth,butneuer kyoweth in this ſort any 
Reprobate,or vngodly man,asour Sauiour profelleth; itre- 
maineth ctruc,and certaine, cuen by that very Text whereon 
they mbſt rely,thar not all men without exception, but only 
ſome are ecletted of God,and ordained to cuerlaſting lite. 

Concerning the number of which, the Mafſilravs, " and 
ſome other,* molt ignorantly, and impioully raughr,chat it 
was n0t defined, nor ſet downe by God,but left ſo vncertaine,and 
depending on the wils of men, thataccording as they were 
cicher willing,or vawilling to embrace the grace of God,the 
number of the Ele might be cither augmented, or impay- 
red. A conceit fo repugnant to thetruth,that though their 0- 
ther error, couching mens wils, were admitted, yetcanit no 
way ſtand with thepreſcrence of Almighty God, who knowing 
Y allthings ; yea the very thoughts * of men long before , eucn 
beforeall cternitie, can not bee ignorant ckiber how many 
will,or how many himſclfe will have to embrace his grace, 
and to be faued. 

Some others haue fancied, that though the number of the 
Elect, (which the Schoolemen call Nwmernns forma/em) bee 
certaine, yet the perſons who are to make vp this number, ( cal- 
led by them Namerus materialis) is vncertaine 2 and not 
defined by God. A fancy indeed, ſceing the Scriptures 
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plainely teach, that Godin his ſecrer Councell hath decreed; 


8 Math.22.14. 


— — 


not onely how many , but in particular alſo, who thoſe are, 
whom he hath choſen to bee heires wich Chriſt, For when 
our Sauiour faich, Þthat even your names are written in Heanen, 
and that he being the good Shepheard,calleth<bis Sheep by name, 
& that he krowerh whom 4 be hath choſen: and when the Apoe 
ſtle © fkith, The foundation of God flandeth ſure,and bath this 

Seale, The Lord knoweth who are his : What elle doc, or can 

cheſe imporc, bur that God hath moſt certainly decreed and 

ſer downe in writing, not onely how many, bur euen particus 

larly who they be, yea, and what therr names are, whom hee 

hath choſen,and ſealed vnro eternall life? and this number,as 

Saint Awſten * ſaith,is ſo certainly ſer downe wich God, that 

weither any one of them: Can be taken away, nor any other can bee 

added vntothem, 

Now what this number in particular is,fas to ſet downe, is 
impoſſible for mortall man, 1o te fcarch it out, were moſt 
vaine and fruitletſe curiolitic. Let this ſufhce vsto know,thart 
though this number, inreſpeRt of the wicked , is but fimally 
ſecing Chrilt telleth 8 vs,that m24»y are called, and few choſen: 
and,that many going the broad way which leadeth to deftiruttts, 
and few in the narrow, which leadeth unto life : Few indeed in 
reſpett of thoſe maexy ryet cuen thoſe few,colidered inthem- 
ſelves,arean exceeding great number. For the ſeed i cf Abra- 
ham # /the the Starres of heauen, or as the ſand of the Sea ſhorey 
ſuch as cannot be numbred. & And I may trucly fay of the E- 
Ic, they arc a number, numberleſſe; Saint John himſclfe war- 
ranting chis ſaying; Kew. 7. 9. where befides thoſe thouſand 
thouſands that were ſcaled of the Iewes, lic ſaw a great mwl- 
trrude,which no man could number,of all Nations,and Kindreas, 
and People, and Languages, wh ch ſtood before the Threne,cloa- 
thedwith long white Kobes,and kauing Palmes m ther hands : in 
regard of which infinit number, our Sauiour telleth ! his 
Diſciples, that 1m his Fathers bouſe are many dwelling places. 
Andlet this ſutfice to bee ſpoken of the parijes which are 


elected, 
The 
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enext point to be conſidered i ; '. 
in our elect Z 
_ thereof, Where fir{t itis vndoubred , toms = 2 the m $0 gratia 
manifeſting of Gods glory is the cauſe why Godi Ne ARE 
would elect {o d . } In gererall ds Pereet buns 
uld clect fome,and reiect ſome other, when al Bn aa | 
beforchim in the r,WnRen | were alike MA{|ar.xcvntiee 
pour c ſamc1matſeor luwpe of perdition, Thar "7 v11g7u8 
p6 Th F- paar om doth ſufficiently proue this, Pro..16 - HUGH 4H C00 
n 07 aty. ma allthis '' , "3 - : n *. 2 iiild. Atg. iN: 
his owne glory and honour Acres owne ſake ; that1s, for cur ©.99.J64 | 
in the ſame maſſ C11 WEE WETE all included 14 elecnts g/m 
and lctc och cof finne, (9ut of wh.ch”.God cleted ſome, !#/99460 ruiimne 
rr =r wayaard + _ had then refuſedall, (as Mrs 11ith [EUbLUSY 
caſed him he miphe haue do $1 414.4046 14 Cu 
thoſe glorious riches,of | 8 ne, ) neuercould ; . 
of kts niercy (alk 51% WA) 
vs, Which now axe vp ans haue been knowne vnto > majje p14 
p ages aniteit in ſauing his Eke&t by Chriſt, A- 1£.4uvior 
— ys by generall Pardon hee had relcalcd all (asi * Catharinus. 
= Cy _ pieaſed him,he might haue done,) then could C0O:uLn Gs 44 
> _ aue ſcene the glory of his iuitice, whichnow in t| GEN, conenint 
clerued puniſhment of the wicked is mightily on 
teltly declared vnto vs.So then,to make __ T_T 
- . X "ihe . WHIE- , LIU Cn 
car} = _ ot his mercy inthcone $ and che _— 99 
coy" 1s /uftice in theother : he franicd of the ſame /w-pe frers 6x maſj4 
_ of ſinne lome to be veſſels of mercy by clecti ea, per aitayf1uady 
vnto lite; and helefrothers to be veſſels of inf ing them jam ox bu 646gh 
alone in that (tateof damnation, into whi ice,letting them bemnc,er /6-tf” 
plunged ir felfe. n, into whichall mankind had /#« «6cth © 
Om 0 ug. Plus N4UIES 
EG ew - wee wade furcher into this doctrine, and ſcarchnot _ ide 
wh why in generall Godelcticd ſome,& refuſed others,b Ench,c.27.0 
y in particular theſe are cletted rather then tl ers, but 3 3.6 Epiſt. 
namely Laceb,rather then E r then the other : as 106.6,2d 6 
4 ; , en Eſau, and St Pay,rathe 4 
ar,{ccing not onely they both were i \rathcrchen 7a. 494m klavs 
Gods glory had nol ey von Weren ethcmſelucs alike, buc miſt originale 
the other Fi h no [ctle been ſeene incleRing the one then nr 
ficul jif it had fo pleaſed him,as now the caſcis di _—_ 
cult; ſo arc there diuers men of divers jnd — 
Moſt fond.of ill ochers, ikg'd rs magements, PUT LULL 
b reame of Origen 5 who 4111441813, prof- 


rhou ht, * that men 
r 
gnry c s ſonles were Created long before their bo- ie) (04 iN aucrd 
dicctagn altiero 


vabita ſa, vt alie anin'e ferent m hon 
1eceſſer Mgt 1 Lonorem, al.i 18 COnMumee: yur ; 
feceſſernmnt, Har ex Onigine 61tat Hacs, viſt, 2d _— mcl:am materiarll cauſal umegs narud 
dies, 
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dies, and according to their geod or 1ll deſerts before their uxiting 
n Oricines audet # the beater; God elefted ſome men unto life, and appointed o- 
dicere,dabolun thers vnto death, though nove, as he " ſuppoſed, toeternall death, 
id rjumfu Which errour of Or1gens, isnot onely by all found Philolo- 
rum,quod fuerat » phers reieted, who rightly teach tharthe ſoules are not cre+ 


emer may ated, before, bur in the very inſtant of their covpling to the 
Hier.Epiſt.ad bodies: ſo is it, ® together with Origen the Author ct ic, and 


Ioh.Hicr. with the Priſcilan Hereticks, who after Origen reuiucd the 
® Ormes coxer- ſame, . molt iuftly condemned by the 'iudgement of the 
rar _— Church, cructy and conttartly reaching, that the ſoules were 
me wy edn, nor, before thcir inſpiring into the bodies. For this time 
conſtanter pred;- contenting my ſelfe with that one cleere teſtimony of the 
cans, quod anime Prophet, Zech. 1 2.1.that God formeth the ſprrit of man in him: 
bomimumn,prief- | will patſe from this errour, as vnworthy ofany further ex- 
quam ſuis inſpi- ence oftime. 


rentur corportb , 
nor =", "panty Others there are who haue taughe, ? that Gods elefting 


Epiſt.93.c.ro, Of theſe, andreicting the other , deperdetb wholly on the will 
& dicen'ibus of men tbemſelues,and not of the Decree or will of God: and that 
Animas peccaſſe theye is none reiefledof Ged, tal by therr omne contempt , them- 
pum es ſelner doxfirſt reiett God, and by thiir wilfll obſ{macie refuſe 


ribs untamtuy; _ . 
Anathema denii. #11 grace when it is offered vnto them. How evidently do thelc 


ciat Com.Brach. men oppugne the Scriptures of God? For if election and 
. : , p 
1-£4p.6. _ reic&ton depend onthe k&tions of men after they be borvre, 


? Quad denobis How can itberrue, which the Apoſtle teacheth, 4 thatwe are 
praſcire ac pre- | 
o0rdimare debeat Deus,quantum pertinet ad futurum, in profettu hominis aefeftug; confiſtit. Fauſt.l. 
2.de lib, arb. cap.2.. Dicunt ambo (Pigh. & Georg. Sicul.) hec ex Dei confilionon pendere, qu - 
2m elett; ſoit vel reprobi, ſed fineulos (bi utramuis fortunam, (uo arbitraw ftatuere, Calu. l:b, de 
etern,predeſt. pag.g 5 0, conftat quemuis fieri poſſe reprobum (1a malitid ,& reprobationem nun ma- 
zare 4 voluntate Det rewciente bomines , ſed a valwntate hominun: reuc:ente Deurm. Auth, lib, dc 
Cbri, ſeruat. efficac. Rat.77. & Conſtat neminemreprobatum eſſe a Deo , qui prior diuinum nu- 
men ſalutaria wfi proponens ac ſuggeiens ren contempſerit. 1dem Rar, 67. ex peſiime huc ſouant 
iſtz Hemingi) {tb.de grat. vniuer. Efficimur bic eleftt,quiando credimus, pa, 20. &, Abiſus deno- 
7171 Det ſunt cauſe abiettionts , & non confilium Dei, p.22.0,Non eft volentis aut current1s, ſcull- 
cet ſecundum carnem, ſed eft volentis & currentis ſecundum fidew, 7dem pag. z 1. God r1cproba- 
ted noman before he was: Author, Canfur.of the errors of the carelefle. S:&. 4. Hee 
reprabated none befarc the foundation of the world. 1dem Set. 8. Nwla et ab eterna 
vitd reprobatio, niſequam (ibi quaſ] ; ob propria peccata ac flagitia arquifeucrit, Armbr, Cathol, 
 wradt de predeſicad Conc,Trids 3 Epheſetias 
#e#led 
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 elcfled before the foundation of the world ? and that God * e- 5 Row.g-11,12 
lctted lacob, ad hated Elau before they were borne , when as yet 
they had done neither good nor ewill ?* Is not herea reietting of 
Eſau,betore hc by his owneattuall contempt reiefted God, * Grecipatres, 
or deſpiſed his grace ? Or did Eſau, more then Jacob, reieft 1 pact Taina- 
God before he was borne ? Orif we ſceme to any to ſtraiten How _— 
R * i - . i. . . ſunt can/am pre 
their opinion (though their bookes and writings do tellific *4,1;,,jimis he- 
chisto be their ſence and meaning, )leeing.our workes com- minum ad vitane 
mitted attnally is tre can no way bethe cauſe of that Decree «!ernem ofſe pre- 
which is eternall,and before all time: Let vs proceed,and (ceif , —— 
the ſame works, being from cuerlalling foreſcene & forekrown falls he of 
by Ged,as it they had been done,may truely be faid,(as iome fidei, Sic Chry- 
| of better note haue taught,) to be the cauſe of our election ſoſtomus, 
rocternall life. Theodoretus, 
Now,if we will herein hearken tothe Apoſtlesdoctine OR 
we ſhall cleerely percciue, that our faich,ſancticie, and all our Outs incs, 
good workes,arc ſo farre from being the cauſe of our eleftion, ambrofius, 
chat they arc in truth, the very effeits therof. For we arc eletted Hicronymus, 
that we ſhould be holy and without blame, Epbeſ, 1.4, And the anne maen 

Apoſtle faich of himſclfe, 1.Cor.7.25. that he obtained mercy, R « —_ alp 
that he might be faithfull. Whence it is manifelt, that God did , 7 idey docer 
not fir{t toreſce vs good and faichfull, and therefore eleted Sixr.Senenf. 

- VS ; bur firſt hecledtcd vs,and for this cauſe. decreed to make #t Bb. ſua ſani?. 
vs faithful, good and holy in his ſight. Andtherefore Saint  orang o ph 
Auiten hauitzg ſometimes taught * chat God did chuſe vs be- |, jr mg 
cauſe he foreſaw that we wowld beleeme ; afterwards retratteth, Heming. z/? 

« and recalleth this ſentence as erronious , and deliuereth a inquit preſcicr- 
eruerlctlon, that futh i the effett of Predefiimation, not the #4, '2ula elefhi- 
catſe : ſeeing the +poſile ſaith not, that hee obtarmed mercy be. ow nr 
canſe he was faithſmil, but be obtaived mercy, that hee might be uo of og 
fauhbfull. For we are not called, ſaithhe , * becauſe wee aid be- 21.0 quia oe- 


leene, but that we ſhould beleene. Againe, when the Apoltle dim, proſenes: 
_ led; centmur: 
nam 7110s prdſciuit Deus cvedituros, eos ex evetia legit, piz7, &#, Nos ranſumreprobationis contuma:- 
cram hominis previſam fatimus. hid. pag, 77, * Auguſt, expoſit. propeſ. in Epilt. ad Row. 
mr. 60. 62. Y Auguſt, lib, I, Kctrac, can; £ lib. de Precieft. ſants.cop. 3. & 19. * Lb, 
de Pred, jantt. cap.19, 
C2 demane 


Ce EIT, in... 
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demandeth, 1.Cor.4.7: t#ho ſeperated thee ? (which was 'an 
other and. principall-morive-co Saint eAuſtex, to retract 

* 1:b erders c.;3, Y his former errour)-had the cauſe of our election beene ci. 
quo preciprete- ther our faith, or -good workes foreſcene : it would have 
f{monoutuitt3 Leencealily anſwered, My owne faith, my owne workes, 
og mem my owne good-will to embrace Gods grace: theſe being 
" foreſtene by God; ſeparated me, and. moned God toeclett mee 
rather then others : bur. the Apoltie knowing all rheſe to 
bee thegifts of God, and effetts of his free loue,, and e- 
legion, referres wholly our {eparating from therelt, tothe 
grace and good plcalure of him who faith, Luk, 12.32./t s 
your Father pleaſure,to grne you the Kingdowe: that fo no nan 
_ boalt of humlclte, bur he bat gloryerb,might glory in the 

Lora, | 
In the 9. to the Remarer, the Apoliic difpnrting this mat- 
ter of fet purpoſe and arlarge ; ſhewerh , that though [acob 
and Ef werein themſe/nes alike betore God , not having 
donecicher good or enill,cbe one wore.then the other ; borne ac 
the ſame time,and of che ſame parents: yet tor all chis equali- 
tie, God loned lacob,and hated Elau, And becauſcthis might 
ſeeme vnivuftintheeyes of wan,cthat of ewo being altogether 
equall andaltke,the one ſhould be loued, andthe other hated 
*Diflliman - of God: the Apoltle propokech ro himielfe this grear difficul. 
 queſtronen; v3- t:8,45'S!  Awuften 7 rightly callcth it ; #bat [hall we ſay then, is 
po Mact-$3-12 there onrighreonfreſſewith God?. Nowit God had ioued and 
207. wir ab eletted [acobfor hisgood workes, or faith foreſeere ; or ha- 
Poſe trattat. & ted Eſanfor his prophanenetle, which from all eterniic hee 
mEnch.c. 98. did forekyow z ſurely-this queltion-notonely might calily be 
" Eo modo ſolxe- antwered, * butthere were no difficulty nor doubt ar all 
retfiam Que - Ehercin, - For whac vnrighteovſnetle ean this ſceme to any, 


Apoſtol 
ECG that God ſhould loue /acob, who, hee knew would loue and 
ſolu opuseſſet, obey him? or why ſhould he not hate Eſaw, of whom hee 


faceret. Aug, . foreknew,that hee would bea wicked, a prophane perſon, 
Boch. c9.9%. and onethat would hateche Lord ? Bur the Apoſtle anfive- 
reth not in ſuch wiſe ; but knowing right, well, that God, 


wichour all reſpedt to tic good or cuill actions foreſeene - 
ihe 
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the ore more then in the other, loued Jaccb,and hated E/aw; ard 
knowing that the good ations of the one, were rot canſes, 
but effetts* of that loue of God and of his. grace,w hich be in 
mercy gaue ynto him z and that the enill actions of the other 
proceeded from the wart of Gods loue and of his grace, 
which hcein juſtice denyed, or would.nct give vnto the 0- 
ther: He, I ſay, knowing all this, giveth another and better 
anſwere, that how ſoever this may ſeeme vniult ro the eyes 


of man, vel it isin truth wolt righteous, becauſe itis the will 


and the good pleaſure of God {o to dee: For [will have mer- 
cy, ſath Ged, on whom, I will, ard whom he will, Le bardereth, 
And that we might plainely {ee,that chere is nothirg call in 
any one, Which did or cou!d rrove Cod to love and cleft 
him ratber then another ; the Apoſtle addeth this Concluſi- 
on,as enſving necet{arily on that teſtimony of God: So iben, 
it ts not in hy that willeth vor in hims that rurneth , but in Ged 
thu ſkewerh mercy, T hetrueand certaine cauſe then', why 
God in parcicular elc&ted theſe, and reicRed the other, is no- 
way in themſelwes, nor intheir workes, either attually perfer-= 


med or foreſeene and foreknewne by God, buricis wholly and: 


ſolely in Codhrmſelfe ; It is eucn lus good pleaſure axd will: 
who as he elected vs (that is, pull'd vs cut of that waſe of 


* Hiirquidſ 
m hcwme oras- 
rans ijſum ad 
ſalutem,eſt efſet= 
tus Predeflinati- 
ens. Aquin. pa, 
I.q z23.art.s, 
Vere qua Pre- 
Ecfimatioeſt pre< 
parativ benefict« 
1 m Des quabr's 
certifiin.e Lbera- 
mir, Aug.lib. de 
bono Perk.C.1 4+. 


perdicion fromthe relt) according to the good z pleaſwre of = Fpbeſ. 1.5.” 


bis will ; lo by the fame his good pleaſure and will, did heleaue 
others in that maſſe of ſmne,whom he made veſſels ® of wrath; 
and as Saint /uae faith , ordained to condemnation. T he rea- 
ſon of both which,is that which the Apoltle cxpretleth, 
Hee (heweth mercy on whom he will, aud whons be will, be har- 


dexerb. 
With what reprochfull ſpeeches thisdoQtrine,and the tea- 


® Rom.9.21,2% 


chers thcrof2re reuiled,you are not ignorant, & their bookes + 


are tco evident witnetles thereof, - And no warvell if they 


ſhoot their arrowes of molt venemous words againit men, 


ſeeing they feare not to open their mouths againlt hcaven, &c 
inthe inſolent folly of their wits. plead zg:inti God, whole. 


moll holy wit & Inſtice, in this caſe they ſecke to ouctthrow. + 


& #:. Firit. 


" 
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b Dicit hereti- Firft,fay they Þ , It cannot wichlland the wil/of God, to 
; cu5,pr0 volm4- ordainany to be vellels of wrath,orto deſtruction ; for God 
te Dei, rabmur ,irnefferh,and that alſo with an oath, Ezech. 3 3. x 1. that hee 
roms fa deſires not, nor would the death of a ſinner , but that the wicked 
Fauſt. Rheg.l. ſhomld turne from his emillway,and le : according as S. Paul 
x. de liber.arb. reacheth, 1.7 11.2 4. T hat God will haxe all to bee ſaved: ard 
c.19. Ther $S, Perey, 2 .EpilHe 3. 9 that God world hane nomyun to pe- 
ame 8 riſh, but wonld bane all to come to repentaxce. If God, fay they, 
by the counſell © would haue »oveto periſh,then can it not bee hts wi{/to or- 
| & will of God, daine any vntodeath, who profeſleth hee would nor their 
for hee is ſorie death : vnlale there bee 1wo drwer ſe, vea cucn contrary wils 111 
for it Auth.Com (God which vpon our doctrinethey 4 1uppolc inoltnecetla- 
fut.of the caveles. rity co follow : 

SeRa.24. gc : . y : 
6 He willech Which reaſon of theirs might haue ſome force wich Eps- 
not their de- c#res,and all ſuch as make God an rdle ſpectatey of the events 
ſtruQtion, and jn this world: For then perhaps he might {ce their death,and 
char which be {her nor will it,or winke thereat. But farre be thele conceirs 


willeth not, 7 'G 
"— +-2'© fromvs,who have learned out ofthe Word of God,that hce 


dorh not or- . 
daine.Confut. of not onel y ſeerth ,but by bis connſell ordererh and gomerne:h EMe - 


the careleſſe, ry thing inchis world,fo that not ſo much as one Sparrow cars 
Seft.24, fall to the ground, nor one, haire from cur heads, without the 
"Can gu prouidenceind will of God. Nay, theſe molt wicked men, 
_— Herod, Pontias Pilat,and the other lewes, & Gentiles which 


Sod hath two ; | . 
wils?Is that put Chriſt co death, neither did,nor could doe ought : but as 


which isnot Saint Peter faith, Att.4.28. What thine hard, O God, ara thy 
reuealed -=y Conncell wegweror, had determined before,or decreed to be doxe. 
ne Ags jhmns Wherefore, if God would notat all haue the death and de- 


hichts reuca- ; | 
I-d>Then hal ſtrution of thoſe veilels of wrath which are of old ordained 
there bee con- to condemwatio,as Saint Tude ſpeaketh z then certainly, though 


trarietyin © al] the armies both in heaven and earth ſhould band theme 
God, whichis (ues rogether, yer could they not all effect che death of the 


falſe, Was th : 
= « GI meaneſt or weakelt ofthem : for who 1s able to re/iſt his will, 


monſtrous do- Who #5 —_— ? And who faith of himleltc, Eſay 45. 10. 


Arine?Ie SU. Ay connſell ſhall hand, and I will ace whatſoener I will. Vnlclle 


37. ſomilia babet then wewill deny the firſt Article of our Faith, which 1s the 


O 4 © aid omnipotency of God ; wee mult needs confelle,that the death 
. and 
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and damnation of thoſe vellels of wrath, cometh to palle by 
the will of the Almighty : for if he would it nor, hee could 
nay,he would hauchindred ic ten thouſand wayes : and as S* 
Arnſtex* trucly and excellently ſaich; There is not,there can not 
be done ought either in heaxen or earth, wvnleſſe God will bane it 
to be doxe,enher domg it himsſelfe,or ſuffering it to bee done ; and 
he ſuffers 3 it , not againſt his will, but with bis will, 
Now this w:/ of Gad,though in it felfe it be but owe and moſt 
- ſimple,yerin reſpect of vs,itconliſtethof two Þ parts; the 
one opened andrencaled in his Word ; the other hid and ſecret 
from our eycs,neuer knowne vnto any,vntill himſelfe cicher 
by the euent of things, or ſome other way make it manifeſt 
vnto vs. Both which,are cleerely expreticd in that true and 
meinorable ſaying of Saint eAuften, * where ſpeaking of the 
linnes of men and Angels, he faith, 7r comes topaſſe by a won- 
derfull and ineffable manner, that thoſe thmgs are not done beſides 
or witbout the will of God (not without his ſecret and perm!ſ- 
ſime will) which are done againſt, and enen contrary to the will of 
God(contrary to hisreucaled and preceprive will.) All which 
willcalily appeare,if we rightly obferue the difference of the 
one will from the other, | 
In his rexealed wil, is ſet downe, as our duties towards 
God,and whatſocuer he willeth, * that is, requircth or com- 
914%deth to be done by vs,according whereynto our liuesand 
actions areto be framed ; ſoalſo is terdown therein,the pub- 
liſhing and free offering of ſalvation vnto euery creature,bur 
ſtill with this condition, in regard whereofir's called his con- 
ditionall will, that whoſcener beleeneth in Chrift , and leades a 
fſanttified life, ſhall be ſaned ; but whoſoener beleeneth not but 4- 
b1deth in ſinne he 15 condemned already. His ſecret will 1s farre 
otherwiſe: For therein he hath abſo/#rely fer downe whatſo- 
euer | cuent doth fall outin the whole world:and concerning 
the ſaluation of men, hee therein hath particu/arly,avd without 


S 


f Xon fit alrquid 
niſt Orenipotens 
firm welt, wel ſr- 
r:crao wt fiat, vel 
ipſe faciendo. 
Ench.cap.95. 
$ Nec Ultq; no- 
lens ſantt, ſedvo- 
lens l,eodem.cap. 
I 00, 

BN Prorem,u0+ 
luntatem ſign, 
alteram,uoluntce 
tem beneplacati 
voeat Magiſt, 
ſent.1.1.dift, 
45.46.& Aqui, 
P-1.9-19.a1t, 
I1.L! proves, 
woluntatens ait- 
tecedentem, alte- 
ram Toluntatem 
cor ſequent n 0- 
cat. Aqui.q.ca- 
dem atit.6. Ez 
priovem velimtds 
tem conditonas 
lam, alteram V0- 
luntatem abſc ly 2 
eſſe eclarat. 1b, 
i Non fit preter 
eu vilentatem, 
Guod etram fit 
contra Ous 
wvolumaten, 
Ench.cap.100, 
k Preceptum 
Dei, ſromum eft 
Den: :4 welle, 


etfi( abſolute\fier; 


»04 vult Magiſt, fent.l.r.dift. 4 5. 1 Yoluntas bexeplaciti conſonat rerum effi bus, &>1pſt effetucs 
1am chile non diſcordant. Fit en:m. onne quo beneplacito 5 ult fiert ,- ome quod nv owl feer ty 


1equaquarm fit, Mag, ſfent.ubid, 
an 
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- \ any condition decreed, whom in mercy hee will laue to be fa- 

\_- ucd; and therctorc in his due time ww/,by his cfte&tual grace, 
work faich and farRiticia their hearts that they may be 1a» 
ued : againc, he hath therein abſolutely ſet downe, whom in iu- 
{tice hew!/{ Icaucin that waſſe of perdinon, into which they 
had caſt themſclues, and therefor ec will nor gize bis grace vito 
them, but lcaue them to their owne hearts lult,thar chey nuy 
willingly runneforwardintlinne,and ſo moſt deſeruedly tal 
inco that pit of perdicion whichis prouidcd for them, Here- 
of we may haue fomereſcmblance in this nxanner; Purcaſc a 
King, after the iult ſencence of death palled againit ſundry 
offcuders, ſhould proclaime and publith in cnc wrtmg , that 
he would freely pardon and faucall thoſe that did bring vruo 
him his owne Signet; «nd in anorher writmg kept ſecrer to 
himſelfe,ſhouldfer downe which of thoſe offenders in pare 
ticular he would ſue, and therefore would jcrid vnto them 
his owne Signer,that chey might brug 1c vio himgand fo be 
faucd. Thetormerofchele writings tay well bee called his 
open andrewealed will , the later his b:4or ſecret, Even lo it is 
iu the will of God;the 6onduvonall pare whereol, 15 ever lince 
the fall of Adamreucalcd and publiitied vato incn, thar hee 
will in mercy pardon and fauc all thoſe,aud oncly theſe who doe 
bring unto him bis own Scale or Signet, which is ingraucn with 
che 1umage of his Sonne, the print whereof isa huely Faith, 
working by charitic: but in another part of his will,as ic were 
In an a booke which is not,uor can bee ſeene by man, he 
hath abſolutely ſet downe, whom in particular he will faue, and 
therefore will giue his own Signet vntothem, imprinting in 
their hearts bock faith and holinc(le,by which they arc ſcaled 
ynto cternall life. 

' ®Nog eft Dei Theſe ewo wels,or rather ® two ſcucrall parts of Gods oxe 

volontes diuerſa, and moſt reple will,arc fo farre from being repugnant or con- 


ſed loquntiod-- ary the he ot] hey i - and impi 
rary the one vnto the other,as they ignorant]y and impioufs 
mg * hay ly affirmc,that they doe moſt fitly,and cucn ſubordinatcly a- 


fgarloc.cu. gree one with the other, which that ve may perceiue; The 
whole will of God,concerning mens faluation and damna- 
t;ON, 
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- tion, may bee firly ſet downein arcaſon, or deworſ?ration; 

 drayne from the ctte&,to the cauſe. The propoſition whereof 

1s this, Whoſocuer ſhall beleeucin Chriſt, and liucin pictie, 

them hath GodeleQed,and them will be haue to be aucd;bur 

whoſoeuer doe not belceue, norliuein piety, them hath hee 

. reiefted,andwil/in the end condemne. And all this is revea- 

led ynto vs,and itis the ſumme,or ette&t,ofhis whole rewea- 

led will. The Aſſumption which God makcth,is this; But theſe 

and theſe men will belecue, for [wil worke faith and fancti- 

ticincheir hearts : thoſe and the other doe nor, nor will they 

belecuc,nor liue in pietic ; for I will harden them, as I harde- 

ned Pharaoh, not giving my grace, nor working faith and 

fanRitic in them ; And this is part of the ſecret will of God, 

not reucaled ynto vs, bur onely in the ele themſclues, and © tulianus ex- 

ſome few whom God hath witnefled in his Word, either to 1{{inmabat Der. 13 

be heires of life,or co be partakers of cternall death. Oftheſe 1 *#le abſols 

two premiſes, which are parts,the one of the rewealed, the 0- = ' oo 

 . ther of the ſecret will, this conclufjonis inferred, which is the 90570" fires 

abſolute decree of God: Therefore theſcand theſc haue I elecs 5 velni. tel), 

ted,and willin mercy faue: Thoſe and the other have I refu. 2. de grar. &1. 

ſed,and will at thelalt day in juſtice condemne, and calt into <3: = x, 

euerlating fire. Thus you ſe, that the one will doth no way — : 

contrary the other ; but with a ſweet harmony they both - —_ 

concurre in one Demonſtration , wherein from the efef of c.8. = 

Gods will, which in giuing his grace isour belceuing , and in * Uidicunt es 

not giuing hisgrace,is our not beleeuing, wee proceed vnto — 

the cauſe of both, whichis the abſolute will of God in eleQing corny 

theſe ; and the abſolute willof God, in reiefting, or leauingthe eſe ad vitam 

others. Ewaiigeltum 
Nor is«hat inany ſort to bee allowed, which ſome of later $70 abotent. 


, _ Heming.ib. de 
runes, following the fancy of 1wharus ®the Pelagia Heretick, Ns at.P. 


doe athrme, ? and teach, that God 1ſeth not his abſolute , but 63. God vierh 
exely bis condittonall will in this caſe of mens ſalnation; {o thatit nor his ablo- 


men doe belecue,and repent,they ſhall chen be ſaued, leaving lure willin the 
matter of our 
{aluation, A. 
Por tct verbas 


itto mens owne will, and choiſe, whether they will beleeve, 


and repent,orno : For then would our Sauiour never haue 
ſaid 
» 


13 


1144 12,33, 

7 loa 15.16, 
Elethonem 1am 
rec fides ſa pre- 
Cea tyre priores 
milan eligiſſe di- 
camurfalſume, 
ſit quod abſu. 
Nor vos me ele- 
geſts, ſed ego vos 
elcgr. Aug.l, de 
Przd, fant. 
cap.19, 

1 Obauratio Det, 
eſt nolle miſereri, 
non vi non a Deo 
ayogetur aliquae, 
quo fit homo de- 
terzorfed taut 
quo ſit melivy 1:0n 
erogeture Aug. 1, 
1.ad 21mpl, 

Q. 2. 

t 1.71.2 4. 

u O19163 hom - 
nes,:'d eft,omre 
genas boyinum, 
Reges, priwatos, 
nobilcs, 193:6b/les, 
&Aug.Ench, 
c.103. & Epiſt, 
IC7. Poteſt intel- 
Im it frat diſtri- 
butto pro gentert- 
Hi /t.gulorie, o& 
T0 pro jingulis 
gener is, Aquin, 
P-1.9.19. art.6, 
Ts Mult a UCit- 
tate denaruit, 
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faid, It is your Fathers wil te gine you the K negdors;but rather he 
would haue faid, [t is your own wil,in that ye belicue, for which 
God doth, and wil giue the Kingdome vnto you. Nor could 
char be truc, which againe he ſaith," Tow hae not choſen mee, 


| but 1 hane choſen you ; ſecing if his will were in this caſe onely 


conditionall,he ſhould neucr chuſe man,before man had firſt 
choſen God, by chooſing to belceue in God ; yea,the ſaluatis 
on of each man ſhould by this means depend wholly on him 
tharrunneth,& him that willeth ; and the Apoſtles words fo 
cleercly and certainly ſet down, ſhould be ynrrue : /t & ot irs 
hins that runneth nor in him that willeth,but in God that (heweth 
mercy. By which words is clecrely fignified, that the onely 
cauſe why this manrather then another is choſen vnto life, 
ſtands not in the will of man , but of God, who by his abſolute 
will decreethto giue his grace ynto one , and thereby make 
him to belecue and runne the race of picty, and fo be faued : 
and by hislike abſo/#te will decreeth to harden ; that is, ſnor 
co giuchis graceto another , & ſo leaue himtorunneon the 
racc of his own wickednetic,ynto etcrnall perdition. 

This bcing obſcrued, it is not hard to an{were thoſe places 
of Scripture: Where it is laid, that God © wonld haye all yew to 
come torepentance, and be ſaued, For it thelc, and thelike ſpee- 
ches be ynderſtood, not of al! ſorrs,or degrees of men, as betides 
others, S* eArſten® often cxpounds them ; bur as they take 
them,of all men,wnhonut exception of axy,then can they no way 
be meant of the abſolnte will of God, {ecing then ic were ime 
poſlible * chat any ar all ſhould perith : for if they did, the 
will or wickednetle of man ſhould make fruſtrate the wiland 
Counſell of God, And who is able roreſiſt hirwill? Of which 
himſelfe faith, y / will dee whatſoener I will : and of which 
S. Anflen * ſzith,that weny are xot ſawed: 1101 quia ipfs , ſed quia 
Dews non wwlt, and, quia nolit ſalnos fieri ; not becauſe they 
would nor, but becauſe God wil not that they ſhalbe ſaued:or 


dicentes Dei multa welle fieri, que nom flint. D41s cam taminpic deſipiat, ec ? Map, ſent, ], 
2.4iſt.46,cx Auguſt. 7 j{ay 46.10.* Aug.Epiſt.1o7,}b! 4c Infanttbis lemmrur og in Enchir, 
C. 95. De fopuls Beth ſide att, Dews noluit ſelyos fer, 
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9 
he had 45ſolntely willed that, euery one Without exception , _ . .., 
thould be {aucd : how could Saint Paw haue faid of thoſe >" *7"* 


vellels of wrath, that they are prepared?or Saint Iude,thatthey 
are ordained ? or asSaint Anſter, * and after him, Fwulgentins 
b and others oftcn ſpcake, predeftinate ro deſiruttion and con- 
demnation. For none can © doubrt,but what God prepareth,or- 


daineth,and predeſlinateth,thatallo he willeth, ſeeing prede#ti- 
nation * is biz very will? Hence it is, that ſome, © conlidering 
thac thoſe teſtimonies could not be meant ( as they ſuppoſe) 
of the abſolate will of God, ſeeing by it be will f hane many to 
periſh, doecxpound them of his revealed, which is called his 
conditionall will; tor by it God wil hauc his Goſpel preached, 
and ſaluation conditionally offered vnro all and foallconartion- 
alt to be faued : to wit, all who performe that condition of 
faithand fanQitic which is required of all. 

Bur I rather afſent to the iudgement of others,and ſpeci- 
ally of Saint Asſter : who by thoſe generall ſpeeches of all, 
#rd none; vnderſtand not all mes without exception , but all 
God: Elett and choſen children : expounding the places in 
this manner,that God would hauc a// to come to repentance 
and be ſaucd ; namely, all his * choſen,of what degree or con- 
dition ſocuer they be ; and againe, he would hauc none tope- 
riſh; to wit,none that beleene in him none of his eleRed (ernants, 
of what degree focuer. Which reſtriftionis the more agree- 
able, ſceing Chrilt himſelfc ſcemeth of ſer purpoſe to {er it 
downe, Math.18.14 ſaying ; /t is not your Fathers wil, that 
any of theſe little enes ſhould periſh. He ſaid not, It is not Gods 
will that any ſhould periſh ; but granting this of ſome, kee 
faith, 1tisnot Gods will that ary of theſe luttle ones, of theſe 
choſen ones, who are little, meane, and contemptible in the 
eycsof rhe world, that a»y of theſe ſhould periſh. And the 
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very circumſtancesin Saint Perer ( whois an cxpoſitor of * Yoluntate con- 
ſequent(quzx 
abfolura eſt )Dews vwlt quoſadz dannari. Aquin.p.1r.q.19.art.6. * Ita d um et ownies homines 
wHlt ſalaos fiert ut m'elligantur onnes predeftizatt. Augl.de Correp. & grat.c.14.& idem do- 
cet]. 4; cont. lulian c, $. S!c etiarm de ſolrs predeſtigatis ad untam explicat bes werba, Ecch 
Lugdun. in L contra loh, Scotum. 
D 2 Exze- 
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. Ezecbie!) docnf NNE ge bn 
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A» mnene;& wing vnto Iludge 
Qaus,Cr. Auth, ,becanſe God would bawe no man to periſh but would 4; ® 
L, de Chriſt, allto come torepentance. Now the reaſon of Ge ds (] eng 
ſeruceffice Rar, 29 the repeprance.and {aluation of all I 
23.Thoſe men (for if heitayed for th men without exception , 
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+ pin "es Ties 2 Wi F G. 10, It. where thoſe bleſſed. 
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kr wine, 1" very an{were that here S. Peter giue | 4 
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ly affrm God bur, ſay they, © thiscan not fand wi ; 
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p mercy, nor giue hitgrace vnto them, nor to pulithems ont, as 
bedoth the elett, but lcaue themin that malle of ſinne, and 
molt wofull ſtate, whereinto both they andthe cleft yycre 
now together falne, The other is Poſirine, and that is,the eter- 
ah purpoſe and decree of God to inflift that enerlaſting puniſb- 
went vpon them which 11 moſt inflly deſerned by that finne , into 
which they wilfully fall, axd in which they fi1l abide,prr ſwing ſinne 
with all greedmeſſe, Weneuer ſay, nor ſo muchasonce think, 
that God cither condemneth any, or appoints them vnto 
death, without their owne molt iuſ# deſerts, God himſelfe 
teacheth vs thisleilon, Hoſ.1 3. 9. Thyperdition,O lſrael, is of 
thy ſelfe ; and the Apollle, faying, Row.6.23, that the wages of 
ſinne,is death,clecrely witnelleth yntoall, that eternall death 
15 as duchy carned by the wicked, and paid vnto them for 
cheir iuſt recompence,and hire,as is the wages by any mafter 
to his labourer,or ſcruant. And hereinis that true which S, 
Anften s faith, Ged is both geod,and inſt. Hee may without our 
good deſerts free vs, becanſe he is good; but hee canuot without- 
onr ill deſerts condewne vs, becauſe bets inſt.” Yea, in that laſt 
and preat Day, when God ſhall {tin his Throne-of iudge- 
ment, the wicked and reprobate , forced toconfelle their 
faulrs written in their conſcience, -as ina large booke, ſhall 
then acknowledge both their owne deſerts, and theIuſtice of 
God, in rewarding them wich the duc wages of their linnes, 
It is notthen the will and pleaſure of God,as they maliciouily 
ſlander, but their owne great and hamons tranſgreſtions, for 
which they arc puniſhed, and for which God from all eter- 


21- 


E Lib, 3.c0ntre 


Iul. cap.18. 


nicie decreed to puniſh thei ; ſinne onely is the cauſe of this - | 


later and poſirine att in Gods decree, 

But fot the former & Negarmme at m their reieflion, where- 
by God ordained, that when all mankinde was alike guilty 
beforc him, all included in that one and the ſelfeſame maſſe of 
perdition, into which by their owne voluntary tranſgreſſion 


all mankinde had plunged itfelfe (for in Adam Þ>alllmen lin Þ Rem.5.12, 
ned, and ſo death and Gods wrath went ouer all) that hee Eh4/-2.3+ 


would notcheninpercy pull theſe out of that wdſſe, and 
D 


2 anake- 
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make of them veſſels of glory, but in mfice leaue them in thae 

cheir (infull and wofull eftace co be veſſels of wrath, leaue them 

co their owne luſts,deftiture of his grace, that fo they might 

runne out therace of their linnes,and be as it were fatted tor 

k. cauendum eſt, the day of ſlaughter: the cauſe of this att, I ſay, is the very 

ne die voluntats will of God ; which though we may not doubt, but chat be. 

- own quot my ing his will, who 11 moſt weſe,jt ts alſo meoft reaſonable, | & proun- 

teti eius deroge- Aed both upon meſt inft, wiſe, and dimine reaſons, ſuch,ar perhaps, 

mus, $1 enim non in the lift to come ſhall be made enidens 1nto vs ; yer hereof no 

eſet ala ratio, other reaſon can poſhbly be giuen by vs, nor ought to bee 

quare iftum ele- ſought tor in chis mortal fe , but onely this, [ will baue mercy 

| rag on whom: I will: and whom he will,be hardneth,chatis,he wil not 
95.5 n10# J ſhew mer Cy vnto chem, 

crulta dicerentur Now why ſhould this ſceme ww vnto thee, O thou 

ditina uidiciag difputer againſt God ? Icis, asthe Apoltle ccls thee , rhe will 

ſed — . of God; whole will, ſeeing he is infinitely wiſe , is cucr woſt 

| $3954 mages Feng mft ; yea,it is the very rule k of all perfett inſlice. Again, in chat 


Yationem capiat : : 
nec dicerentyy thou art a creature , thou artnone of thinc owne , but thou 


muabiba,ſed p- art wholly Gods. Is it et lawfwll for me to dos wth my owne 
ets viliowaria, what I will ? faith thehouſ-holder in the Goſpell : and (hall it 


| qperyer an nor be lawfull for God, to doe, and to diſpolc of his owrc,as ic 
he Des eſt racie.. beſt pleaſeth him? Shall the Potrer without controulement 
nebilſſona, & frame of the fame /nmpe of clay, one veſſell to honear, another ro 
rationem habe, djſhonowr, oncly becauſe it ſo pleaſerh him 2? and wilt thou, 
C& ab eterro be- ,,,pich art but duſt and aſhes, askea reaſon of God, why of 


me. Bona, in one lumpel! of ſinne, tit fornothingar all but to make 


lib.r. ſent. diſt, © : 
Al ny” : vellcls of diſhonour, he made thee, rather then another, ve{- 


3 Twnc won late- {ell of diſhonour, which ofa ſilly Potter thou wouldelt bluſh 
b:t,quod nunc | 
latet, cur ille potiis quam ifte fuerit aſſumptus, cum cauſa vna eſſet anbobus. Aug. Ench.cap.ge, 
* Dei voluntas,non tantiim eft refla,ſed etiam regula, Bonau, loc.cit. | St artifex ex Til! mate- 
1ia,faciat vas pulchrum & nobthbus w/ſibus accommodatum,totiim aſcribitey bointat! artafic is : ſedi 
ex vili materia, vt ex Iato,faciat vas aecommodatum unibus uſibus, 101 poteſt <4as ( [i Yat/017e1m ba- 
beret)conqueri,ſed {7 ex pretioſa materia, ut ex anrogaud enmis, vas faciat ad vilka afficta,tic conquie- 
7 poſer. Humana auth natrr a wildtem babet, non ſolwm ex matey1.1,quie eſt lutum & lmus tine, 
ſed quiaeft ceorrigna peccats: unde quicquia boni habet, debet bonitatt figttlt, Aquin.comment.in 
C.9.ad Rom. Et idem onmine docet Aug.Epiſt.106., /bi maſſam liam ex qua Deus htc diverſa 
vaſe finxit,nec integram aut mediam v:deſt, nec bonam,nec malam ſed plane corrup!a firtſſs docer. 
an 
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and be aſhamed toaske? Nay,the Apoltte faich of the Potter, 
that he hath not only power, but cuen awthoritie & @ rightfull 
power ; ( for ſo the word iZadis importerh).to frame the clay 
as heliiteth, and of what part thereof he wil;to make a vetlel 
cicher for honor,or diſhonour. How much more is there aw. 
thoritie and 4 rightfwll power in God over all men? For the Por- 


23 


ter #34de not the clay , but God made, yea created vs of no- + 


thing : and the Potter, though by muchand many degrees 

he exccll the clay , yer (till the oddes and difference i fixite. 

But God mwfiurtely cxcelleth all mankinde ; and therefore his 

authoritic is infinitely wore oucr vs all, then is the Potter over 

the leaſt parcell of Clay. Yea,thou thy felfe wile, for thy own 

pleaſure, ſport,or glory, kill and (lay of thy Deere, and fat of 
thy bealts, which thou wilt, for ſlaughter : and yet becauſe 

chou thinkelt they are thy ewne, death it were for any of thy 

* ſeruants, to fay to thee,no letle thento the man of linne, Ds» 

wine," cur ita facts? yet thy beaftshad no way offended thee, 

bur becne good and {cruiceable vnto thee, ſo thaethou hadlt 

onely the power of 4 Lord ouer them, but thou had(t no 

cauſe of wrath and anger againlt them : How much more 

may the Almighty,tor his glory, deſigne or leave which of 
all mankinde he pleafeth , for the day of ſlaughter ; ſeeing 

'both, chey all had by their rebellion againſt God? incenſed his 

- wrath, and provoked his iwit indignation againſt chem z. and 

hce being the Lord of all Loyds, and Creator of heauen and 

earth,hath infinitely more authority ouer themall, then thou, 
halt, or can{t haue, ouer the leaſt and meaneſt thing thatthou 

doelt pollei]c? 

Laltly, if God had beene indebted wuto thee, or bownd to 
ſhew thee mercy and fauowr, then mightſt.thou haue had ſome 
cauſc to complaine of his wrong, Burt the Almighty did 
owe thee nothing, nor was he ob/iged to ſhew thee the lealt 
fauour. And though hee was not, yet,to leaue thee yvithour 
all excuſe, hee enriched thee with his freebounty, and thou 
hadlt greatly taſted of his fauours , in that hee gaue thee thy 
ring , when hee might haue ſuffered thee to continue in 

Nothing: 


m Nox Rex, 707 
Synodns,nen tota 
Eccleſia (Pape) 
dicere poteſt, Cur 
ua facuiClau, 
Eip.com, in 
C,1.ad Titums. 


PI3B+77» 


ec 


® I bis que tx 
gratia danturc5- 
207 ex debito,po- 
teſt aliquisgabje, 
pretudiaus ſte 
tre,pro libitoſuo, 
plus dare cid vult, 


& cut wult, 


mmius, lummoda 
aulli ſabtrahat 
debitum.Aquin, 


P-1.94.23,a:t,F, 


© Rom,F.12, 


Fpbeſ.2.3. 


ASermonof Preaeſtmation. 


Nothing : inchathe made thee away, when, if it had pleaſed 


him, hee might haue madethee  beaft ; yea, have made thee 
4 Toad: and e{pecially in that hee created thee after hi owne 


.image, decking thee with righteowſneſſe ard true bolineſſe , ſer. 


ting thee ina molt glorious and happyeftate, and giuing vnto 


thee free will, power and abilitie to haue continued lo for cvier, 


if chou wouldeſt thy ſclfe. Now ſecing thou,and all mankind 


. by their owne will and wilfall diſobedience , didit depriue thy 


ſclfe of all.that glory ; and pulled(t dowre his iuft wrathand 


vengeance ypon thee : Why doelt thou now repine again(t 


ſo good and graciousa God or how canſt thou imagine a- 
ny colour of iniwftice in his dotags, though hce ſhew not to 
thee that vndeſerned mercy which hec doth vntoothers, ta 
whom he giueth both grace and glory ? As one of thoſe ma- 


lefattors betore mentioned , caunot iuftly 'complaine, that 


the King doth wrong him, becauſc he did not pardon him, 
as hedid ſomeother in the like offence, and condemnations 
So though God deale in wſtice with thee,andnot in mercy, as 
he doth wichothers,yet he doth no wrong-vntothee, ſeeing 
he owght thee nothing : and to ſhew w1deſerned © faxonr, is 
mercy and louc ; but not co ſhew it, 5 no mirftice,no wrong 
at all, 

Whence alſo may fully be cleered the inſtice of God, in 
his reiefting of the tranſgreſling angels. There is,I confetie, 
great oddes and ditterence in rhereiction of them, and of 
men..All mankind was included in ezze common roote, whence 
all the reſt ſhould be propagated : ſo were not the angels. All 


mankinde in that common rote had fixed , * and willingly 


depriued themſelucs of blefednetle , and made themclues 
ſubic& to the eternall hatred of God: fo had not the angels. 


In electing men, God vicd an att of mercy ; I will hae mercy 
on whom I will. Now mercy preſuppolcth ye axd miſery: 10 
incl&ing of them, God in mercy puld them our of tinne 
and miſery, and in mercy gaue both grace and glory ynto 
them, In ele&tingthe Angels, he cannot be ſaid ro have ſed 
this At of mercy, ſecing they werethenneuher Lintull, nor 

| miſe« 
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miſerable. His a& in eleRing them , was onely an aft of 


free lone aud bounty , in gming ſuch grace unto them,as that they 

bould nener ſine, nener be willing to ſinne , nor ener fall from 
that moſt bleſſedeftate, wherein they were created. In reietting 
men, God viedan att of inſtice : and that a&t was both Nega- 
tine decrecing notto giue ſuch grace vnto them, as ſhould 
free them from linneand miſery, as hee did to the cleft; and 
poſitime,decrecing,for that [in into which they wilfully now 
had runne, to inflict etcrnall puniſhment vpon them. All 
which, God himfelfe expretleth, ſaying of that reiefted per- 
ſon, 1 haze hated Eſau: that is, I haue both in inſtice decreed 
not to ſhew e ſuch loue and mercy to him,as I doe to [acob; 
andin iuftice alſo decreedto inflict that puniſhment on him, 
which his (linne moſt juſtly hath deſerved, In reieting the 
Angcls,God cannot be faid to haue vſed this A of !uftice, 
ſeeing hee could not decree to leaue them cither in linne,or 
miſery, into neither of whichas yet they were falne. His act 
of reictting them, was onely Negatine, decrecing not to 
giue that grace vnto them, which hee gaueto the a An- 
gels, ſuch as would preſcrue them from tinning, butco leaue 
them wholly to themſclues, and permit 3 them of their owne 
accord to fall into ſinne :and his decreeing to puniſh their 
finne, was an a&t of his iuſtice on the parcics reiced, rather 
then an at of his reieftion of them. 

Inall which, Gods dealing to haue been moſt ioft, if wee 
rightly conlider thereof, will be cleere and manifeſt. For had 
God atthe Creation either made wmankinde or Angels ſixfull, 
_ or having made them juſt, had helefr them potent,” or vn- 
able toltand in that bletled eltate if they would,or had hee 
bimſclfe thruft chem forward into ſinne, compelling or cauſing 
themro tranſgretle, then might they haue iuſtly complat- 
ned indeed of God: Complained fir(t of want of gooduefſe in 
God, who had cither wade them euill, or forced them to be 
euill; and then complained of his imiuſtice, who would pu- 
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niſh them for doing that cuill, whereof himſelfe had beene 

the cauſeand author vnto them But Gods proceeding here- 

in was farzc otherwiſe, It was cuery way moſt init,ar.d moſt 

i equall. For he not onely created mankinde and all Angelsin 
© Gen.l. 27,31. perfett righteowſneſſe © and innocency., excceding good , and 
complete in all goodnetle , which was * fit for therr natures, 
- uiatem in. Put withall, he gaue vnro them ( char which was requilite to 
utabuutey bo. TEaſonable creatures ) ſuch a freedeme of will and lo great aſ- 
num, fiflance and aboundance of his grace, that by theſe, they 
concert, Cieath- might " for ever haue perſenered in piette, and continued in bleſ- 
ja = , 4 ny #- ſedreſſe, if themſelues had beenewillmg, And alchovgh God 
_ > Ade ag might turther haue given, both rothe wicked angels, and to 
bows, ideog. All mankinde, ſuch an owerplus of grace, (as he gaueto the clec- 
untas tius ron ted Angels,and dayly giues to the elect * which are regenerate 
ſu ſumme, ideſt, and ſanttified) that they ſhould not onely bee able to perlc- 
_ 003-956" gh uere,if they would; bur that rhey ſhould alſo be willing ſo to per= 
que poſtir detr ſenere : yerſeeing he was no way bord to givethis grace vn- 
cere;uel nen defi. 0O them, ſceing that grace was nicerely his owne, to grac it, of 
cere. Aquin,z not gixeit ynto whom he would ; neither can mankinde,nor 
q.cilp.q.de any of the reieted angels,complaine of mmiuſtice in God, for 
od Duma t,,, Pot giuing ſuch grace vnto them. CIMay wot 1 doe with my 
primo kemint ag. © what 1 will? May not | give my graceto whom I will? 
mtorim, per and withhold it from whom | will ? 7s thy eye exill , becauſe 
901 poſſer per- I az good? For ſeeing that grace was dvr to nove of them all, 
mane frudlet, if he giue itto any, thar's his bewr:ty and a ſurpinſare of his loue; 


t Nam habeie 


VE At . wg , - 
ne pie Ys bur in not giuing it to others , ſce:ng hee ought rortto any, 
p he doth no wroys at all vnro them, In the very like fort, 


p 7 Aug.l. 4 « S : 
de Cor-&grat, When hiritthe wicked angels, and afier them all mankinde, 


c.11-Lucd dem had by their owne wils, ard moft voluntary trar{greſsion, call 
a Ange pec- off theloucof God , and fonot onely depriued rthem{elues 
yoaE "hal of chat glory, which ifthey had been willing, they migh r for 
X Saxft'sper cue haue enjoyed , but made themſclues Ivable ro Gods 
gratiam prede- Wrath,and eternall condemnation : whiat wrong or muſtice 


fats non ſlum can this ſeeme to anv,not to pull them out of that pit of pers 
la'e adiutoruim f | 

datur(t poſſirt ſtare ſich nt) ſed tale pL perſentrania iſa aovietur os: vt per hoc dunum non wii per- 
ſeucraritts higt. Aug, wid.caye 
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dition, into which, with open contempt of God, both thoſe 
angels,and all mankinde, of their owne accord, and molt 
willingly had now caſt themſelues ? It he had for euer leftall 
mankinde, as he did all the rranſgreſſing angels, in that wo- 
full and wretched (tate, hee had doneno wrong to any , ſee- 
ing hee was not bound to ſhew his mercy or fauour vnto 
any, Inthat he puls out ſome, it's a ſwperabowndarce of his 
loucand mercy towards them. In that hee leaues the relt to 
deſtrntion, it's rrwely inſtice on Gods parc, and on theirs moſt 
deſerntd puniſhment : for to giue vndeſcrued tauour, is mercy, 
bur notro gjucit, orto render defcrued puniſhment , is no 
Wroug, 

Now, whereas inthe laſt place, they accuſe 7 God not ? If your fay- 
onely of mu:ſtice , but for tyranny aud cruelty for ereating ſo ing were true, 
many, whom bee would permit to fall mto ſine, and then in- then were his a 
flitt endleſſe and inſuppertable torments vpon them ; whereas, _ ey ; 
it ic had pleated him, he might haue giuen vnto them all ſuch ry, damnation 
grace,as would !,aue prevented not onely their de{tiiftion, anddefiiuds 
buc their {inne alſo which was the cauſe thereof ; they doe on. Auth.co fic 
herein bewray themſelues, not onely to be beſotted in an. IS 
rour ; but ſuch as Gyant-like doe maliciouſly fight againſt = ng ang 
God. eArt thouwiſer then the Almighty ? or wilt thoupre. worlc then: the 
fcribea Law wnto God , whom, or how many hee ſhould duel}. dens 
create? or what meaſnre of gracehe ſhould giue vnto them? 54-7. Aullaeh 
Art chou able to an{were him one for a thouſand ? Was't j;, pas " 
not ſufhcient to giue both toall mankinde, and toallangels, jan ad 
ſo much grace and power , as that thereby they might for ener TWiſer:m. Auth, 
hauc ſtood inintegritie, and haue 1nhericed eterrall felicirie contur. Artic. 
it they would themiclies 2 In which one oifr, conlilts che cx Caki. Og» 
eftect of all thar, which the oppugners of this truth , cichcr phi 4 
doc,or can ſay, to clecre the juthice of Godt, or free hith «©, frad eloricem 
from that cruelty, which againit vs they obiect : Or had 70 predeltine- 
God entended their death, or dellruCtion , before he foreſaw *"** Ovretito 
their moſt wilfult rebel/ion ; then might they haue had ſome ms as wa 
colour for their imptous and blaſphemous declaiming a- NR 
gatnit the Lord, Bur ſecing no though of puniſhivg citt:er deft. 

- 4 men _ 
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mcnor Anpels, cuer centred into the heart of God, but in or- 
der, * pos not of time, yet of nature and reaſon, after his fore- 
fight of their voluntarie diſobedience and rebellion agairft hum : 
why ſhould they count it either injuſtice or cruelcy,to intlict 
that deſerved puniſhment on them, which they wiltully puld 
downe vpon themſclues. Or was God bound to giuc chem 
ſuch an antidote of bis prenenient grace, as would bane preſerned 
them from finne ? Beiides, that he was not {o obliged to any, 
inche infinicenelle of his wiledome, he ſaw it was not fit he 
ſhould giuethat vnto them : for by giuing ſuch grace vnto 
all, ic would have becne thought, thatic had been chcir own, 
and their naturall power , which now,by not giving it to 
ſome, is declared to bee due ynto none z and by beltowing 
icon others, is knownero bee his free and ſupernaturall gitc 
and grace vnto them, Nay, by giuing ſ#ch grace vnto all,hec 
had tor cuer both dan:m'd vp all pallage to his zuttice and 
mercy ; and the greatnelle of his /ae, wiſedome, and good- 
eſſe, had for euer beene obſcured. And cherefore fult * he 
would let them know what of themſelues, and by their owne will 
they would dee, cucn runne into deltrutticn, that afterwards 
hee might make enident ard knowne all the exceeding riches 
ef bis plory. The riches of his wercy ; which could neucr 
hauedccne ſcene if he had futfered none to fall intonulery , 
whence afterwards himſclfe would deliver them by mer- 
- i The riches of his *ffice ; who is now ſcene to be {o jn- 
nicely juſt, as thathe hath an i»finire hatred again!t all iniu- 
{tice, and therefore ivltly inflicteth an mfinue puniſhment 
vpon it ; and whotherefore would not in inercy pardon all, 
as he might hauedone, leſt it might ſeeme, that hee who 1s 
Rightcouſnetle it ſelfe, had not in a tult and perfect wanner 
hated vnrightcouſnetTe. The riches of his wiſedome ; whois 
now ſceneto be fo infinitely wilc, as that he could finde a 
molt bletled meanes, both fully, eucn to the vimolt far- 
thing.to puniſh the offences, and {ſo to fatisfte his infinite im» 
frice, and yer wholly to pardon the offenders, and foto ma- 
wifclt his infinite mercy ; that cucry one might with the Pro- 
plz 
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phet ® fay vnto God, Mercy and indgement will I ſing vn- 
tothee. Therichesof his power and gooaneſſe; which both 
arc now ſceneto be fo intinite, that hee 1s able to turne ihe 
greateſt exill, to our greateſt good, and even out of ſinne,to 
worke ſaluation ; and out of death, to ctte&t eternall life. The 
riches of his loxe ro the eleft: theintinice greatnetle where- 
of could never haue beene conceiued, if they had not ſcene 
in the iu{t puniſhment of others, from what infinite and 
endletle rorments they are freedthemſelues, and freed by 
his onely Ione, cicher molt louingly preventing them vvich 
his grace, that they ſhould nor fall into line, as hee did the 
eleficd Angels : or molt lovingly delinering them by his 

race, when they were falne into linne, as he did all the e/cf? 
of mankinde. In regard of all which, ic may trucly bee ſaid 
with Saint e-/»ſlen, Y that God being both moſt powerfull and 
moſt good, wenld nener haue ſuffered enill to hane beene, wnleſſe 
bee had beene ſo infinitely good and powerfull, that be was able 
een owt of euill, to bring good: and wnleſſe * he bad knowne that 
it was a farre more plorions worke, andwonld tmrne to his farre 
greater glory, when ſome had firued, enen ont of ſinue to works 
ſaluation ,, then not to ſuffer them 10 ſinne at all, But what 
though we inthe ſhallownctle of our vnder(tanding either 
cannot glue, or cannot comprehend the reaſon of Gods 
will herein ? Shall wetherefore preſume to exclaime againlt 
the Lord, or accuſe him for thus doing ? Doth not the Apo- 
ſtle putro filence the infolency of this tolly, when hee faich, 
a O man, who art thcuthat d:ſputeſt with God? Who art thou 
that darclt aske a reaſon of his will, whoſe very will i: the 
rule > of al reaſon? Much rather oughteſt thou here even with 
amazemerit and admiration, cry out with the fame Apollle ; 
© O the depth of the riches;both of the wiſedom and knowiedge of 
God.! how vxſearchable are his twdgements, ard his waJes | paſt 
findmg ont | Yet even by this little, which we haue now faid, 


emmipotentiſſimam bonttatem pertinere, de malls benefacere, quam mala elſe 101 


29 


. Pſal.zo1 «Ts 


Y Onmipotens 
Dens, C112 ſunt 
me bonus ſit, 
wullo mods jme- 
yet malt «l.quid 
eſſegnſt vſ7; ades 
(get on otens 
& bonus, vt be- 
nefactt etiam de 
walo. Ench. 
Cap. 11, Nec 
uubitanaun 
Deum facere be- 
re, eltam ſfincnde 
frert,quicurg) 
fizint male, uk 
e:f1 aaia, 14 
quantum maia 
ſimt, non fiat 
bona, tanenwut 
oz ſolium bona 
ſed etiam ſoit &r 
ma'a, bom eſt, 
Lib. cod.c. 96. 
z Melins ucts 
cauit ce walls 
benefacerc, q1am 
mala nkla tjje 
permillere. fg. 
in Ench.cap, 
27. Refliſſime 
credinus quod 
Des, qua creauit 
onma bona vat- 
de, mala ex 
boins exoriture 
prefcuntſuuit 
mats ad jam 
firere, 1dem libs 


dc Cor, & grat.cap.10, * Rm.9.20, Þ Deivoluntas et Ratjoralionum, nc tantiamrcchi, 


fia regulz, Bon, in 11, ſent,dit.qt. quz. © Rom 11.33e 
E 3 YOu 


30 


© Ft quis defece- 
Tit 4 Ale deſwit 
efſe elettus, & 
reprobus efficit.ir, 
Heming,Jib.de 
rat vniuer!, 
Pag- 26. Here 
you lee, that 
they diuide all 
men into' two 
forrs ; the one 
eleed, wh:ch 
by no mcaacs 
ca periſh; 
the other re 
probate , ſo 
that by no 
mceanes they 
can be ſaved. 
Whar can the 
Diucl with his 
members to 
teach more for 
the aduance- 
ment ot his 
Kingdome 
then this ? 
Auth.corfut, of 
the careliſſe by 
neceſſiry.Scft.27., 
By this you 
{ce, that the e- 
le& become 
reprobates by 
their wicked- 
nelle. Fbid.Sef. 
30. Cr ſimilia1l- 
lic paſjum. lders 


A Sermon of Predeſtination. 


you docclecrely ſec, boththe will of God to bee moſt holy, 
and his iwſt:ce moſt ypright , and both hiswill and mitice co 
be without all blame, in that bzs whole Decree , whereby hce 
elefted ſome, to giue freely vnto them both grace and glory, 
and left others in their ewne ſimneto bee led thereby into cucr= 
laſting perdicion, 

Howlſocuer then blaſphemous mouthes doe barke a- 
gain(t Heauen,& againſttheir Creator; yec ler vs, & all Gods 
ſcruints, not onely acknowledge, but magnihie, as in thoſe 
whom he refuſcth, his /»ftice; ſo in our ſelves, his exceeding 


and ynexpref{cabie wercy : let vs caſtall our crownes before 


his footſtoole,' and ling an hymne of praiſe ynto him, who 
not onety hath made vs of nothing, but which is che, moſt 
happy blefiing thar wee can wiſh or deſire, hath made ys 
veiluis of love, veilels i mercy, and glory ; whereas if ir 
he {plat 4 ttm. hee might havelefr vs to have beene yeſe 


leis of wrath aid vIrgearce, as heelettthe reſt : tor there 


was no vd92 at al :etvixe themand vs, In our ſclues: the 
onely odd>: was 1n [iis mercy ard will; Euen io, O Lord, ic 
was thy holy will, who halt faid ir, and !c ſhall ffand for cuer, 
Thaw wi; b ine mercy on whom thou wilt , and whom thaw w:1(s 
thas barcereſt. And thus much be ſpoken of the firlt generall 
point : namely,our f/ettion it ſelfe,as well of the parties who, 
as of the eauſe why they are clected, 

The {econd genera!l point propoſed, was the certainty of 
our election ; expretlcd in this, that the Apollle ſaith, Afake 


our eleftion ſure. Now our eleCtion isfaid to be ſure or cer- 


rame, two manner of waves. Firlt, itis furc and certainr, rn 
it ſelfe : ſecondly, it 1s called ſure and certaine mreſvett of v5, 
and of our perſwaſion or knowledge. Concerning the former 
certainty , becing nor ſo proper to this place , | would nor 
haue at all entreatced , if fome malicious men had not with 
moſt yenemous tongues oppugned, andcapgerly foug*'r to 
diſgrace this cruth: teaching that © Gods clettion is '* v: - 


ſerfit Alphon. a Caſtre, 114 neg; Predeſtinatos fic nereſs tari ad boitum, art, vt perne nequeont, ve 
reprobvs (ic 60g2 ad gebeanam, yt vitar promcierers nonualeant,) 1b. de hareſ.yir, tl redeſtinatio, 


Certain, 
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* certaine, and changeable, as thar:the elefF may become vepro- 
bates, and the reprobate elett ; tbe cleft bee quite blotted ont of 
Goas fanour, and fall from their eleftion ; the other receine the 
crewne 6f glory,which was prepared for the elett, 

Bur wee aretaughta tarremore comfortable doftrinein 
the Word of God, That Gods election is moſt firme,cerraime, 
and vnchangeable. For itit the Ordinance, Connſell, and De- 
cree of God, who hath choſen vs, Ephel. 1. 4. who hath prede- 
flmate, that is, fore-ordained vs vnto glory, Rom,$,29. Now 
if the ordinances and Lawes of the Medes and Perlians,were 
ſuch as mightnot bealcered z how much more ſhall the De« 
cree of God be immutable, of which himlſelfe faith , ſay 46. 
19. My Conſeil (ballffand? T he tirmenetleot this election 
our Saviour teaclieth, /obn 6.37. where ſpeaking of his cho= 
kn ſervants which his Father hath given him; he faith,They 
ſhall all come wnto me,ard thoſe that come unto me, 1 caſt not a- 
way. Andleſt we ſhould imag:ne, (as they doe,) thatthough 
Chrilt woul.1 not pur them away, y<teither themſelues, or 
ſome other, might take them tiom hinzz hee addeth further, 
Tobn 10.28. of che ſame choſen ſheepe, 1 gine vnto them e- 
ternall life, and they ſhall newer periſh , neuher fhall ary plucke 
them out of mine hand, It notany, then not the World, nor 
the Fleſh, nor Satan with all the powers of darknes,no nor 
they themſclues, {hall bce able to pluckethemiclues from 
Cliilt, or take them out of his Fathers hand. And left wee 
ſhould rhinke chat though they cannot be pluckt,or by force 
drawne from Chrilt, yer by ſome ſubtilrie, or crafc of Satan, 
they might be enſnared,and,as it were,ftolnefrom him, our 
Saujour preuenteth enenthis doubtalſo, Aarh, 24. 24. tel- 
ling vs, thatthe wonders and /yimg ſignes of Satan ſhall bee 
ſuch, and ſo great, that if it werep«ſible, they ſhonld deceme the 
very elett. Maniteltly implying thus much, that not all che 
Mleighes, deceits, and Iving woriders of Satan, ſhall bee able 
to d-ccineany one of his Elect ; becauſe ir is impoſlible by 
anv meanes whatſocuer, torake or (teale them away from 
Chit, who being the Watchman and good Shepheard of 


Hrael, 


C 
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Ifracl, can neither ſlumber nor ſlcepe. Seeing then Chrill 


 promiſerh to receive all cheelect , and beeing once recciued 

and come vnto him, neither himſclfe will cet them away , 

neither any force or violenee ſhall bee able ropall them our 

<H of his hand, nor any deceit or leight of Saran ſhall ſeals 
I ' them. from himgthat remaineth as vndoubredly true, which 
rn. Art me Saint Paul teacherth, Row. 8. 29. that ſalvation and eter- 
ſenſi operianz mall glory; is by a golden chaine molt infallibly and in- 
blaſphemie. $ub- feparably linked vnto cleftion ; for whows God predeſting. 
fidia enum oralt- teth, them alſo be ( effettually) calleth; and whom he ſocalleth, 


vn ws thems alſo he iuſtifie:h;and whom be iuitifieth, them alſo hee glo- 


borem. Quid Tifieth. EE. 
enim viera ſpe- Here againethey open their mouthes wideagainſt God, 


ret quem iam abuſing their wats, peruercing the Sacred Scriptures, and in 
gratia aev-<it theinſolency of their folly, cuen in molt reprochfull man- 
_—_— {landering this holy eruth of the certainty of Gods e. 


10 etiam non ; >(tinari 
Swe ghen Icion ; yea, and the whole dodtrineof Predeſtinarionallo, 


prefinitio violen- as 4 dangerous, pernicious, and peflilent dotirme, making men, 
ta damnauit? ug they teach, ? ſecure and careleſſe of well doing , and of thew 
In illo culpt,in ſaluation, For if1 be,ſay they,predeſlmate to life ; what neede 


h at : 
= py —_— I repent, belecue, ſerne or lowe Goa, let mee wallcw in [inne, yee 
troq; periclitatur ſeeing the eleft cannot periſh, nor fall out of Gods fexonr , I am 


iuftitia. Salus certaine I ſhall be ſaned: But if 1 bee reiefted of God, to what 
lic ingerends eſt, purpoſe ſhould I repent or amend my life ; for thawgh I walke in 
won Querent', all the ſtatutes of God , yet can 1 not attame to life, but muſt vn- 


hut P 
poo n—_ anoidably be condemned? 


Fauſt.Rheg. Sce how rightly the Apoſtles doome 1s verihed of cheſe 
(bomo berelicus, 7 
qui ſub'(pecie oppugnand', Pelagianiſmum fortiter propugnat.) lib. 1. de ]ibero arb. cap. 4. By 
your poyſoned doQrine ye intett the people of God,and draw them to a ſecure, idle, 
and carelefle life. Auth. confir. of the caveleſſe. Se. 27, Why,Maſlers, have yee no con- 
ſcience thus to cauſe the people to ſinne ? 1bid, If your c pinion be true, the preaching 
of repentance is vane ; for it the elc& cannot periſh, what need they repent? and it 
the reprobate cannor attaine ſaluation, to what purpoſe ſhould they repent? thid, 
Seft.zo.1tis no matter what we do, if your doQrine be true. Jbid.Se&. 23. &> huc jl:x2 
ſpcttabat herſis 1'a que Predeflinatorum d:(la eſt. Orma ſic ex predeſtinatione [u/fenderdeg7t req; 
bona opera prode(|e, req; mala epcra obeſſe cuiqram poſient,De qua Sigeb, 17 Chron. an, 41 5.Sed 
#pinor e:am 1013 ſatis rec expeſuiſſe iſtam hereſsn, 
men, 
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men, When they profeſſe themſelues to bee wiſe , they become 
fooles, God making the wiſedowe of the fleſh meere fooli(þ- 
eſe. For know they not,that this diſpure of theirs fs eue- 
ry way as ctteuall againſt the Preſcience and forcknow- 
{edge (which yerthemiclues confejle 4 ) as ir is or can bee 
againſtthe Decree and Predeſtination of God ? his Preſci- 
ence being as certainely infalltble, as his Decree is immuta« 
ble. [f God then forcknow that I ſhall be faued,ter me line 
as T liſt, and patſe my time in ſinne, yer Ifhall bee ſure to 
bee an heire of Gods Kingdome : Bur if God forcknow 
that | ſhall be damned, to what end |hould I feare or ſerue 
the Lord : for {ceing God foreknowerh this, and whathee 
forcknoweth mult ynauoidably cometo patle , though I 
ſhould wholly deuote both my ſoule and body ro Gods 
ſcruice z yet of neceſlitic I mult ar the laſt erernally peril}? 
Ler chem now either in plaine tearmes profetle Atheiſme, 
and deny Preſcience in God,and fo deny * him to be God, 
or let chem ceaſe with ſuch vaine difputes,to oppugne the 
Ordmance, Decree, and Predeſtination of God,theſelteſame 
ditfculcy'as forcibly ouerthrowing the infallbilitre of the 
one, which themſclues confetle,as it doth,or can,the /nsmw- 
rtabilitie of theother, which we defend. 

Secagaine how Satan hath bewicched theſe men : they 
ſceme witty to themſelues in pleading thus againſt their 
owne faluation ; bur this their reaſon 15 with them of no 
force at all, ro make chem {ecure and carcletfle in their bo- 
dily eltate, or worldly attaires. God dothnot onely fore- 
jce, bur foreordaine allo concerning every man, whether 
hee ſhall be rich or poore, ſicke or whole, live or dre; 
for none of theſe come from the earth, nor ſpring ont of the 
daſt,as holy ob * ſpeaketh , that is , they come noe by 
chance or fortune vnto any z but as the Prophet faith , 
Lament, ;. 3. Ont of the momth of Gia, (from his appoint- 
ment and iDecrcc) proceedeth both good and exill. And yet 
when will theſe diſputers either per{wade others,or refoluc 
temiclues vpon this their reaſon, rs ſet Cock on hoope, as 
them» 


I. 
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themſclues {peake, * that is, to fit careleſle and ſecure, to 
feepe and 1! :mber, nor once trouble their mindes or bo- 
dies in the erger purſuite of the wealth and pelte of ths 
world * becauſe it God hath decreed, or doc toreice, that 
they ſhall haue wealth ; lerthem doe what they will, lic 
ſtill, or ryor, walte and laviſh all they haue, yer ſhall chey 
ſure abound, ſeeing what God foreknoweth, or fore-ordas- 
neth, ſhall moſt infalltbly come to paſſe: andif God decreeth 
or forciceth chat they [hall be poore and miſcrable,though 
they conpalle Sea and Land, and load themiciues with 
all, both the Eaſt and Welt Indian treafures, yet by that 
wpnrefiſtable Decree of G O D they ſhall bee put allin- 
to bottomletle bagges, and liuc and dye in a poore c- 
ſtate, Or would not theſe men thinke that hee did fcotte 
and deride them, who would in {crious manner per{wade 
them, neuer to cate or drinke, but rather to (tatuc or (tab 
themſclues ; becauſe, if God ( who kathnumbred all 
our dayes) hath decreed, or doth but forekrow , that chey 
ſhall yer livetwenty , thirty, or forty yceres more , doc 
whatſoeuer they will or can, yet fall they attaine to 
that period pretixed or forckr.owne of God : ard if 
God hauc crdarned or forekneweth that they ſhall dye with- 
in a moncth or a yeere, though they ſhould cate no» 
ching but the fruic of the Trce of Lite, arid fill them- 
{elues with Nettar and eAmbreſia, yet could not all this 
immortall foode- prolong their lives one hovre, or mi- 
nixec; deeing the fereknewledge of God 1 withent all erronr, 
ard bus ordinance without all charge * When they can by 
this their reaſon , wherein they 1ntinitcly pleaſe them- 
ſclues, per{wade cither themiclues, or others, to this Care» 


leile, nay,franticke courſes, then nay they with ſomeco- 


lour per{wade, that our dotirine of the Freſcience axa Pre 
deſtination of God will make men carelcile of their cterna!l 
{aluation. 

But if laying aſide the pride and wantonnefle of their - 
owne wits, they cculd bee content to ſubmit their 
* reaſon 
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reaſon to the wiſedome of God, they dhould eaſily dif- 
cerneghow their whole diſpute in this, and all like caſes , 
relyecth onno other (tay , then a broken (tafie of Reede. 
For did God either forekrow or fore-ordaine any of theſe 
ends , without reſpe& vnto the meanes, which doe infal- 
libly leade thereynto , then had they ſome ſhew for their 
pretended reaſon. Bur ſeeing it is moſt eertatne, that 
God. neither decreeth , nor foreknoweth of any , that hee 
ſhall bee faued, bur withall hee both foreknowerh and de- 
creeth , that himſelfe will make him to embrace thoſe 
meanes, and walke in thoſe wayes which will bring him 
vnto life : and ſeeing hee neither deereeth nor foreknoweth 
thedamnation of any , bur ofthe ſame hee decreeth, and 
forcknoweth, that he will /caxe them deſtiture of his prace, 
co be led by their owne luſts into ſinneand impenitency, 
which is the infallible meanes to bring them vnto death : 
icmolt cleercly hence followeth , that as none doe neglect 
or omit the wearer , but the ſame alſo doe mille of the end, 
ſo neither doeany euer faile to atraine the end, who doe 
embrace the weares tharlead thereynto. Whence it comes 
to paile, that though none of the Elect can cicher mitle 
of the end, or neglect the meenes of faluation, God by 
his gracedirecting them inthe one, and thereby leading 
them vnto the other ; yet vpon that ſippoſall which 
they make, if they ſhould not belecue, nor vie the meanes 
of lite , it may, yea, it muſt be ſaid, that they ſhould neuer 
attaine to to the end, but eternally periſh. Euen as Saint 
Paul, though hee knew that God had decreed and fore- 
told ' him alſo, that all who were with himm that dangerous 
tempeſt, ſhould come ſafe to Land, and not ſo much as an 
hayre fall from the head »f any: all which himſelfe certainly be« 
leened ; ver when the Mariners, who were to bee the 
meanes of their faferv, were ready to fly away, and leaue 
the reſt to the rage of the ſea, hee conditronally ana truely 
faid , that sf the Marmers abozle 1:91 1 the flip : that 1s, if 
they! v{ed not the meanes of their {afery appointed by 
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God, there could noneof them be ſafe : notwithſtandin 
both the Decree, Preſcience,and Predrflion of G O D for 
their ſafety, Againe, thoughin reſpe& of Gods immuta- 
ble Decree and Preſcience, 1t bee ſimply tmpoſlible, thar 
any of the Reprobate ſhould either belecue, repent , and 
leade a ſandtibed life, or bee faued ; yet enen of ſuch it 
may and mult bee ſayd,, that if chey performe thoſe du- 
ties, which are the meanes of lite, they ſhall atluredly at- 
taine ynto the ed to which thoſe meanes doe leade, which 
iScternall ſaluation. Even as our Sautour, though hee 
knew that God had decreed concerning Thrws and Sydor, 
two heatheniſh, proud, and prophane Cities, thatncicher 
himſelfe would worke thoſe {ignes among them , where- 
by they wauld haue beene conuerted and repent; nor 
that they ſhouldeither repentor bee ſaued y yer condition- 
ally and truely* ſaid * of thoſe Cities, that if thoſe workes had 
beene done amongit them, which were done in Chorazin and 
Berhſaida, they would hare repented, and fo ſhould hauc 
haue bcene ſaped. The reaſon of all, which, and of all 
the likeis , that which the Logicians rightly teach , that 
a condutionall propoſition * puts nethmg im bemg , that is, 
requires not the being or being true of cithcr part there- 
of, but it oncly ſhewes what mult follow and. be gran- 
ted, it ſuch a condition bee admitted, whether ic bee true, 
or falle, 

Bur leaving their diſputes; let now euery mans con» 
ſcience iudge, how vniuttly they (lander vs and this holy 
Doctrine, a$4n inticement * wnto ſinne, and perſwaſion of 
ſecarttie. For ſecing the Scripruresand the Spirit of God 
teach, both that Predeftination which wee haue deliuc- 
red, andthe immmaliltie thercof ; let them take heede, 
leſt in reuiling the rezchers of this doEttine, they Eo not 
blaſpheme tte Spirit of God him{clte. For our ſclues, wee 
will rotdeſGſt : fir{l, in general, tro cxhortall men, to ceaſe 
frem doing ewill, avd lesrne to doe well, telling them withthe 


Apolt!c, Rem. $, 1.3. If icy line after the fefh, they ſhall aje: 
| bz 
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but if they mortifie the deeds of the fiſh by the Spirit , they 
fall we: ard with the fame Apoſtle, Galarhians 6.7. 
14 barſeener they ſuwe , that [tall they reae ; If they ſowe 
wnto the fuſh, hey fall reape corruption arddeath : but if 
they ſewe 19 the Spir1, they (tall reape life exerlaſting, Then 
for the Eleft in perticular; Wee ex)].ort them with Saint | 
Paxl, Y to feb the goed fight, haning faith and a goed , ... _ 
conſcience : with Saint Petey , * to pwve all diligence 10 +» , py. 16, 
make they eleflion ſure ; ard with Jobs Baptiſt, * tO a, .g 
bring forth fruits worthy amenament of hfe ; For if they 
doe not this, ifihey kcepe not faith and fanCiitie, which 
are the Mariners to guide them to the cele(tiall Ha» 
ven, they will certainly make ſipwracke of their ſal» 
uation, the Spirit of GOD aſlurirg them, that bee 
b that Arndt + not ts coudemmxed already, and that © eve= b 1dng.1s. 
ry Tree which bringeth not forth good frun, ſhall be hewne © Math.3.10; 
dewne and caſt into the fire. As torthe relt , wee cannor 
ſpeake to any ore in perienlar, as ore rereftedof God : 
for ncicher can any knew of another, ro nor of bimſelfe 
neither, that hee is a Reprobate, ſeeing at the /aſt watch, 
yea, euen at the /aſt gaſpe, God may cti«Qually call and 
conuert him : and wee 1n charnie are both to iudge and 
hope the belt of all: Yeteuen them alſo (it wee know 
any to bee ſuch) wee would not cealc toſtirrevpynto all 
the duties of a Chriltian life ; atluring them, that if they 
will belecue and live in fanRtitie and holineſle, they ſhall 
be crowned with glory : God himſelfe faying 4 to Cain, © G1n4-7. 
whom hee knew to bee a Reprobate ; If thou doeſt well, ſhalt 
thou not be accepted? and Chrilt proclaiming, © that wboſo- © Jen 3.15 
eury beleaweth, ſhall bane exerlaſiing life, 

Belides which,vnto them both, whether they be Elef? 
or qa may be further ſaid, thar as by their refrain» 
ing from linne, and doing that which is good,in cither of 
both eſtates, they ſhall be ſare ro gaine; ſo by their purſu- 
ing of {inne, and heaping vp iniquitic, they ſhall,in cicher 
«lfate , bce ſwre tc loſe thereby. For if they bee elet, though - 

F-73 by . 
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f 1,1 by rcaſon of Gods ordinance, they bee ſure to obtaine 
1014-2. remiſſion of finnes, and cternall life, and to bee in the 


0 qualitare me- . 
236.508 /: boy. number of thoſe heauenly ſtarres; yer becauſe euen in that 


1-2 opeium; di- efernall life , there are many * and diners manſions, and 
nerſe ſunt mai- one Starre 8 differeth from ancther m glory; the moe, and 
foes. Hier. 1:2. the more hainousſinnes that chey doe commit , the leile 


gs 4 portion and weight of that eternall glory ſhall bee £inen vnto 


67. inlohan, . then, as there 1s letle light and glory in choſe which they 
5 1.Cor.15. Call obſcure or cloudy ſtarres, and thoſe of the fift or /ixt 
41,42. 42d magnitude ; Whereas if their liues had here ſhined in fſan- 
is fant _ E»tiniegin innocencie, in faith, in purity , and in linceritic, 
©0111 Xn, then themſclues alſo ſhould have ſhined like thoſe prime 
8 Hier, !yciy and faireſt i flarres, or like the Swunne in his od and 
cilutl,  olory. In like fort, If they be reiefted of God, though 
: 04 ſtuns by reaſon of their owne peruerſe wils becing hardened in 
557 Maly ane finne, they arc ſure to runne into eternell death and perditi- 


(7. bonis operi- » , 
bus) pr kt un on; yet becauſe cuen 1n that eternall death, there are d:- 


etiamgradus, werſities and degrees of puniſhments, for ſome fewer , * for 
honor. aig, others moe and more belliſh ftripes , the more they reſtraine 
gloriarum,qus temſelues from ſinne, andthe more raey practiſc thoſe 


eſt 1doneus cogita- —— ; 
ih 2 Ougd =—_ workes of iuſtice and temperance, which for the ſnb/?.ince 
? On 


(eradis) fiauri | of the works are good, and ſuch as Heathen men and Re- 
font, non eſt amn- | | ZE OT, 2 "Io 
bigenduas. Auguſt. lib. 22,de ciuit. dei,cap. 30. Denarius quidem iUue ef communis on:7; bus, 
quo wtiq; dcnario, ſign! ficatun vita eternd. Sed mwlie manfiones druerfie meritorim (4, 0pervm) 
m na vita eternd fogn: ficant dignitates, Santti, ſicut Steile diuerſas manhones , dinerſas 2r1- 
tates in cals ſortiunitur. Nec erit aliqua inuidia unpants laritatis, quonian; reenabit in omn: » 
bus wnitas charitatis. Auguft, tra, 67, in loh, & idem iterum hadet, I. de virg. cap. 
26. Sic erit in reſurvettione mortuorum,ut iufts m claritate folly Inceant, & 119 mlequentt exadus 
ſunt, lune ſplendore rutilent, wi alius Lucifer fi alins Arfturu, &+ qu parce ſommnat , parce &+ 
metet, C& in calls erit maximus & minimus, Hier. hb. 2. cont. louin, vb! Towniani erro- 
rem reſutat, qui docuit,Nullam eſſe dit ſitater, mullas grads 'n premys $ anforwmn , (1cut nec 
/lles agnoun in penis damnatorum. Hinc etiam vette 2 Scholaſticts diortur, Premium: ſont le 
Sanilgrum efſe equale, nempe viſtonem Det,ſed premmum arcident.tle e ſe menuale, nat carts al 
ter altero Deum videt. Mag. ſent. lib. 4. diſt. 49. & Aquin. in diſtinct. 49.94 5. att. 1. 
' Dan. 12+ 3. I bi infos ait fulgere vt celum, cos vero qui & ft ſunt,o altos ad inſt tizm con- 
uertum, ſplendere w1 Stellas, etfi Hier, verba illa alter exponitt. * Lick. 12.4,7,48, & Tolera- 
bylius er Tyro 1c Sidoni,quam obs, Mat 11.22, 24- ! Poteſt ſcrutar! preceptiun De',quoad 
ſubſtanitam operis etiam cum peccito, Bell) 5. de grat, & lib. ab, cap. g, 
| | prevates 
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probates fray pertorme , cuen by this they fall gaine thus 
much , that their {tripes and puniſhments ſhall bee farre 
morg eafie, then it by their wallowingin linne, andletting 
looſe the reines to 1mpictice, they had treaſured vp wrath 

againtt che day of wrath. Secing then,whether ſocuer they 

be Sheepe or Coates, they aic ſure by impictie to loſe, 

and by good workes to gaine, bothof them #w Tanto, 

though neither of both # T eto; cuen in this reſpect, it 
there wereno other, it bchoves them both to labour and 

ftriue rorepretle linne, and doe that which is good ; that 
if they be elef, their reward may bee more glorious ; and 

if they bee nor cleft, their puniſhment may bee leile 

gricuous, 

Laſtly, in whow, I pray you, doth or can this holy 
doctrine breed fecuritic and careleſnetle 2 Not in them 
who krow or thmke themſelues to bee elett, For this very 
periwalion of Gogs loue, in whomioeuer it is, doth cauſe 
a more fervent loue, and more earnelt ſeruing of the Lord, 
who hath vouchiated them ſo great and vnexpreſlible 
mercy 3 cuen asthe Apoltles, who knew that rherr names 
were written in heauen , were molt ready and delirous to 
docand lutter all things, for theloue they had ynto God, 
the lone ' of Chriſt conflraming them thereunto. For as * ,, cor.g.1 4, 
Saint eA»ften ſaith, Hee 15100 charliſh and wxkinde , qui 5 Deun ſi ama- 
axorems fi nolit rmpendere , nolit rependere, who if hee will '*Pge%'t,ſaltem 
not beltowe loue ypon God, will not yet requite the —_— _ 
louc of God freely beltowed on him. Not in them, vvho -=_ 8 4 7 
thinke themſelues Keprebates : For iceing they doc not,nor »itatioad amo 
can know themiclues to bee ſuch ; why ſhould they deiect 109, 9uimpre 
their mindes, and not rather hope, by repentance, faith and ***"* _ , 
and {anctitic, to obtainefauour with God, and bee found — 
in the number of thoſe, of whom the Apollle faith, amaur,cc. 
2.71.2 21, If ary man parge bimſelfe from theſe, he ſhall Auguſt. de 
bee a veſſell wnto honour? Evcnasin their bodily licknetle, Carech. rudi- 
and worldly eſtate, they labour and coyle, neglecting no *0P+: 
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they 


TIT . 


weanes to attainc health , wealth, and welfare , becauſe vo 
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they know no other but that God hath decreed an happy 
ſuccelle, and to giuea bleſſing to thoſe meares vvhich 

: are commanded and ordained by himſelfe : So becauſe 
they know no other, bur thar God hath decreed to giue 
faluationand eternall glory vnto them : why ſhould they 
not labour by faich , {anctitic, and all holy meanes, to at» 
rtaine vnto life, and leane the ſuccetle vato him, vvho 
hath ſaid and afſured them, Ezekie/ 18. 31, Retarne and 
caſt away all your tranſgreſſions , ſo iniquitie ſhall not bee 
your deſtrution ? So many wayes is that their cauill of 
ſecuritic cleercly refuted : by which, as by the chicfeſt en- 
gine, which cheir wits could deuiſe , they ſecke to ouer- 
throw both the whole doftrine of Gods Predeſtmation , 
and that certainty or aſſwrance of our cleCtion : of which we 
now cntrcat. 

Bur they further oppoſe the Scriptures againſt ys, 
and again(t that aſſurance, which we before declared ; ſee. 
ing Danid, Pſal. 69. 28 dclireth of God, that bee wow!d 

i Idas(of whb wipe Pts enemies out of the Booke of Life. Now if any may 
among others be wiped out, whom God jathonce enrolled among his 
thar Plalmeis Jo; thenisnotour clettion ſo fure and wmmutable as wee 
gry 6 Bite %& haveraughtr. | . 
he Bobbelef For an{were whereunto, I lay with Saint eAnſten, 
Life; and as i God newer wipes out any , whom hee writ m that Booke : tor 
Saint Peter 5f a wretched man was ſo conſtant, that hee would not al. 
ain, was r. (cr his writing, but ſaid, & What / have written, 1 have writ- 
thy of his clec- 1e# 3 what Indignnue were it to Alnuglity God, tothinke 
tion. Hee was him ſo wavering, thathee will wrirc and blot out againe, 
before choſen, \wwhicha ſinfull man, Pentins Palate, \\ as alhamed to; doe ? 
8c. Auth.conf.of Thoſe enemies then of God, of whom David [peaketh , 
-4 gt} who vnder the colour of an ourward profciſion, cloaked 
i In alc. their inward hatred ro God and his Prophets , were writ- 
k 7ohn19.22. tenin the Booke of God, or {ſeemed foro be, onely by the 
indpement of men, who ſaw no moreti:en their outliac and 
fained profeſſion ; they wereneuer written there in 1rmn, 
nor according to #w kxowledge, who trycth the hearts and 
- reins. 


— SOSTENSE=Ne 


ent of that Books of Life, and make them a cnrſe 9 for ener 
G | 
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teines, And Daxid, to whom Gods Spirit had revealed 
cheir hypocrilic, and dcepe diſſimulation, among other 
curſes, prayeth that this alſo may befall ynto chem ; char 
whetcas thewſclues or other wer theught chem to bee writes 
among his choſen children, and to bee of their number , God 
would in his iullice, pull oft that vizor of hypocrilie, and 
make it knowne | to all, by branding them with ſome 1 H,owade inde 
marke of his hatred , as hee branded Cain, that they nei. delentur, vhi 
ther are, nor cer were of that flocke of his choſen ſeruants, muquemſeripts 
Which the Prophet exprelleth , by cwo fcuerall phraſes, fu — 
the latter whereof doth expound the former ; ſaying , Let F «ms quis 
then. bee wiped out of the Booke of the lining , and not bee jb; ſe ſeriptos pu- 
written among the righteous : wiped out, according to mene tabent, viipfs 
idgement, who thought they were writt therein, bur in conſtet, non /e 
cruth declared, not to « nor ener to hane beene written a» | 
mong his rightcous ſeruants, Which to bee the Prophets 5+ " 
meaning, is molt cleere by that of Saint chn, Rewel. 17.8. 

where Skin of all the wicked, who ſhall goc into euer- 

laſting perdition, ( of which fort none may doubt bur 

cheſecurſed enemies of God were) hee faich, that their 

names are not written in the Booke of Life from the fownda- 

w_—_— world: thatis, were neucr written in that Booke, 

And if they were neuer truely, but only inthe* indgement of « 5,; 4 
wen Written in that book ——_— werethey,nor = re. ——_ 
beinermh, but onely according to the magement of men tu(precationem 


(charitable I confelle ia this point, but yet erroneous) wi- Molis & Parr 
ped out of the ſame Book<e. OT" Ty h) _ noſtre 
That ſeemcth of greater difficultie , which they ob- dd 
ict from the prayers of Moſer, and Saint Paul, who tione labefattant. 
being without all doubt written in the Booke of Life, ( the Calu. inExod, 
Spirit of God witneſſing ofthe one, that bee was * fauhfrull ©3P:3%+ VEI-3Ls 
in all tbe howſe of Ged: and of the other, that he was a cho- 
ſen veſſell, for whom was layd " vp the crowne of glory, ) de- « ne, 4.4, 
fired of God that rather then his name ſhould bee blaſphe. I 44.9.15. 


med , or his glory impayred, he would cucn blot ® thew © 21m. 4.8. 
n Exod.z2.32, 
2. RoM.g-3e 


#0 


—— 
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to bee ſeparated from Chrift, Which thing, if Gods clefti- 
on were immurable, had beene ſimply impoliible, and 
ſuch as thoſc holy men would neuer , as it ſeemes, hauc 
requeſted, and ſo earneſtly praycd for at the hands 
ef ues, _-£ 

I can no way here allent to the iudgement of Saint Je- 
rome, P whoexpgunds theſe prayers to bee mcant of a 
remporall and bodily death onely, but net of the eternall. For 
fſucha dcath could not haue made them accurſed, or an 
Anathema ; nor haue ſeparated them from Chrilt ; nay, by 
it they ſhould haveartained bletlednetle, and haue beene 
eternally vnited vnto Chrilt. By which , and ſome other 
reaſons, Chryſofteme 4 doth not onely refute, but cuen deride 
that opinion. 

Much lefle may wee conſent to fome other learned 
men, who rightly vnder(tanding in theſe prayers a rorall 
ard cternall ſeparation from God, doe thinke * them to 
haue beene ſomewhat raſh, ower-heady, and leſſe conſiderate 
pwevitions, proceeding indeedefrom a minde tull of zeale, 
but ſo affoniſhed, amazed , and carried away with the 4- 
bowndance ef lone unto Ged, and to h:s peoplegthat they conli- 
dered not, neither that it was vnhit for themſclucs to hauc, 
or for God to yecld to theſe requeſts, nor yet how imp» ſſi- 
ble it was which they now delired. Such confuſion and m- 
conſiderate zeale, wee may not adinit in theſe holy men , 
{ceing Saint Paw! did not ſpeake, bur write this, wich wol! 
{crious and aduifcd premeditation, yea, by the inſpiration 
and guiding of Gods holy Spirir., proteſting alſo and cal- 
lImo God to witnejſe of his hearts Gefire in this watter : and 
Moſes ' inhis prayer was moned for the ſame canſe,and 
direted by the ſame Spirit, to requeſt the ſame thing of 
God: vea, and the praycrs of them both are ſuch, itthey 
bee rightly confidered, as euery true Chriltian and child of 
God wav, in the zcale of their hearts, preſent before the 
T hrone of God. 

For whereas they ſuppoſe itinno wiſe allowable , ro 
pray 
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pray for that which cither in it ſe/fe, orin regard of Gods 

Decree and Preſcience is impollible, and cannot bee gran- 

red, our Sauiours owne prayer * doth vndeniably teach * M42h.26, 39, 

the contrary , when hee conditionally delired of God, that 

if it were poſſible that cup of death might paſſe from hins: 

And yct hee knew it, to bee no leile impollible for him 

co c{cape that Cup, then it was impollible that Moſes, or 

Saint Pawl, orany elc6 vetlell of God ſhonld ctcrnally pe- 

riſh. Now, that Jfoſesand Pax! did in their prayers un- 

ply the like conditior,is not to bee doubted : 1For ſeeing 

their Petitions proceeded from a true faith, and aymed at 

nothing elſe bar Gods glory, they could not chuſe bur be 

accepted of God, and granted by him, inlike fort as our 

Sauiours was: Chriſt himſclfeatluring vs, that whatſoewer 

x wee athe in bis name , and with Y abeleening heart, ſhall be * loam 16.2;, 
anted wuntovs : now they could no way bee granted, if ” 9411-24: 

timply and without eordition they had becne asked of God; 

for then they had beene actually wiped out of Gods 

Booke, and ſeparated from Chriſt , who by his eternall 

and immutable Decree wereclected and ordained to bee 

partakers with him in glory. Their prayers then were con-. 

ditionall,and in efte&t thus much, thar ſeeing the glory and 

honour of God ſeemed much to bee encreaſed by preſer- * He: arit,st 

uing his peopleof Iſrael, whom hee threatened to deſtroy 29%" ers 

and caſt away, theſe meninflamed with the deſire of Gods gs 19 

glory, requelt, = that if it were poſſible, and if it might fland yuur chriftus en 

with Gods holy will , bee would rather deftiroy them, then ſs Yudsi ſal fie- 

great a Nation,and rather blot them out of his Booke and make "eq; bc de- 

them an Anathema, for ener to be ſeparated frem God , then by MIEOD on 

cafting away thoſe whom he had choſen for his inheritance and nlecfſe fi 

peculiar people, ſnſſer any part of his glory and honor to bee liceret, fi mit vec 

impayred, eptio daretur. 

Great loue I confelſe vnto God, but ſuch, as if any O<cum.m illm 

thinke them too prodigall of their ſoules, hee therein be- þ fri Os of 

wrayeth himſelfeto bee of the minde and affeion of In- *4nmiens. Ag. 

44; ; who, when the box of Spikenard was powred on inc.g.ad Row. 

G2 Chriſts 
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'* 1ohn12.4. Chrifs feete, moved * the Diſciples to grudge and fay, 
Maith.26.8, phat needed all this wafte ? Such men arc 1co rifc jn this 
laſt and worlt age of the world , whoit any thing bee be. 

{towed on Chriſt, or vpon his Church tor the furthe- 

rance of his glory,(traightway they murmure andrepinc, 

and cry out With /#das , #hat needeth all this waſte ? Bur 

when they themſclues hauc ſpent many boxcs ; nay , bar- 

rels and Butts of Spikenard, to wallow in the Jults. and 

pleaſures of their (1nnes, yea, when they haue ſpent nor 

onely their Landsand goods, but their bodies and foulcs 

l{o in the ſervice of the Diuell ; yet in all this, there is no 

waſlle at all. Now if ſuch vile and wretched miſcreants 

thinke nothing too much, nor tco deare, forthe honour 

and ſcruice of Satan ; why ſhould Moſes, Saint Paw, or 

any of Gods children thinke any thing, though it be their 

very bodiesand foules, too-deare or precions to bee be. 

> aaatbink ſtowed on God, or for his honour? 1 am verily perſwa- 
6; debct Derm ded, that if the true Child of God, after ſcrious media» 
ciznequars tion of theſe twoexamples, ſhould come vntothisſtrait, 
ſeigjum.Aug,l.1. that on the ove ſide were propoſed his owne faluation, with 
de doU.Clir, the lofle of Gods glory, 9: the-ocher the glory of GOD 
1/9 cls een with his owne deftruttion , when hee ſhould remem- 
args 5am ber that hee were made of God, and made oncly for the 
dbru, quim honour of God, that he,andeuery one arc in duty bound, 
nobis: nam Deum a5 Saint eAnften Þ truely teacheth, to /ove God more then 
propterſe,no\ e- jherſelnes ; and that his glory, as another faith, is wore re be 
oof - were regarded © then an bhundrethworlds, and therefore certainly 
er deberzus, more then one ſilly worme of the world, of which the 
Aug.l.8.de. Prophet 4 faith, «1{ Nations before him are as nothing, 
Trin.cap.- and they are counted to him or in compariſon of buy leſſy 
Sou flor " then Nothine: When hee ſhould, I-fay, conlider all thele, 
nat tag 1 ug how ſocuer tleſh and bloud would wraſtlc and re{:ſt awhile, 
Calu. in Exod. Vt in theend hee would with Moſer and Saint Pusl, 
23- much preſerre the plory of his God, before the good 
* 1j4.49.17- and faluation of his owne foule. To conclude thispoint, 
" crc. bb. hat which C. Blaginranſwered, © but very ill, concerning 


Amicit, . 


» 


E% 


-% 


A Sermon of Predeſtmation. 
kis loue towards his friend Graechw, that molt ficly beſee< 
meth our loue towards God : When hice once ſaid, that 
hce ſo much eſtecmed his friend Graochmne ,. that whatſo= 
ever Gracchus would command bime, bee would performe and 
dee it. What, quoth Lel/ms, and would you exen bwrne the 
Capnioll for his jak ? Trucly,quoth Blafws,Gracchus world 
newer will or wiſh me 16 doethat , but if beeſhould, 1 would 
wot refwſe ro doert, Such ſhould be our loueto God,and 
zeale co lus glory, that tor his lake , wee ſhould {utter and 
yndergocany thug whatiocuer hee would haue vs. What, 
will you tay, ſhould wee, being vetlels of honour , ſutter 
our {clues ro bee eucna Cmrſe, an Anatbema , and to bee 
ſeparated for ener from God ? 1 may hcere alluredly ans 
{acre vio you, that neither can this pollibly be «tictted, 
nor can God cuer wiſh that hurt ort.aume vnto vs ; but 
it hee ſhuuld require ic, andat it were poliible , thereby ta 
gaine him honour and glory , wee thuuld not refuſe, no 
not to become an /natbema trom GOD, as youlſce 


' Hoſes and Saint Pawl arc lo farre from retulingit, thatin 


the burning zcale of their hearts, they delireic ot Almighs- 
tic God. And thus much be ſpoken of the former certainty 
of our cle&tion, which is the hrmenelle and certainty there- 
of in it ſelfe. 

When fir{t this Seripture did offer it ſelfe ynto my 
minde, it was my ſpeciali purpole and delire to haue cn- 
treated of that which hath nor yer beene once touched ; 
namely, cf that other afluranceof cle&tion which is in re- 
ſpett of our ſelnes, wherein 1s concained the greatelt txea- 
tures of our ſpirituall comforr. But God, you ice, hath fo 
diſpoſed of my labours, that I hauc onely at this time, paſe- 
fed, as1it were, oucr the Red Sea, and thorow the wilder- 
derneſſe, and but entered or taken polleflion in the common 
and gererall right of Gods chiidren,of that good /ard, hight- 
ing by the way with diners ſoxzes of Anak ; all which, by 
the power and ſtrength of our God wee have pur to flight 
this day. When God ſhall grant mce opportunurie, 1 = 
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be deſirous, according as God ſhall enable mee, to. per- - ' 


formealſo that belt and moſt bleted a& of oÞus.,, which 
is, to din:de this goed Land among Gods Children, and by 
aſſuring cuery one of them 5» particular of their ewne e/efti.. 
ox, {cr cach of them, as ic were, in the bleſſed and peaccable 
polleſſionof his ewne portion in this heauenly inheritance : 
meanctime and ever, I commend vs all to the grace, fa- 
uour, and mercy of our Go; to whom bee aſcribed 
by all, and inall places, all honour, prailc, and 
chankſgiving, both now and for 
cacrmore. Amer, 


